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EDITORIAL

Editorial

Agassessment:
Will it really work?
gassessment, the name used for the website of
IAASTD, the International Assessment of
Agricultural Science and Technology for Development, is up and running, and the whys and wherefores
are aptly discussed in the article by Mark Holderness.
The World Bank has been the spearhead and many
United Nations’ organisations and other international
bodies are co-sponsors. The First Plenary meeting had
the backing of institutions from around the world and
governments from countless countries were
represented. The meeting approved a budget of
US$10.7 million for the first three years of operation.
We must ask ourselves, Will this be money well spent
and what can we expect to be achieved?

A

One of the three broad objectives of the IAASTD are,
and I quote, “to undertake global and sub-global
assessments of the role of knowledge, science and
technology (KST) as it pertains to agriculture in
reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural
livelihoods, and health, increasing incomes and
facilitating equitable, environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable development.” Is this going
to be another regurgitation of archive material,
reinventing the wheel, or a theoretical view of how
KST should be used, or could be better used, to
alleviate hunger and poverty? We have been asking
this question for the past few decades.
A lot of good can come out of this programme, but a
lot of thought has to go into it, to streamline it, to
ensure that the social scientists and economists, who
will undoubtedly dominate the scene, do not get
sidetracked from the important issues and come up
with unpractical concepts about the global problems.
Our world is changing rapidly with population growth
and global warming. We must not forget that the most
important outcome of this assessment exercise has to
produce a chain reaction of events that will help
farmers produce more food. Globalisation, in its
broadest sense, has to ensure that nations help each
other. It is vital that governments give maximum
support to agriculture and rural development in their
own countries. If they do not have the political clout to
drive through rules and regulations and support
development with adequate budgets, the volumes of
words on global assessment will gather dust on
bookshelves. Politics are going to be the most
important factor in the whole business and will
ultimately decide if the assessment was worthwhile
and eventually bears fruit.
2

Audited Accounts 2003-2004
Extract of Audited Balance Sheet
as at 30th June 2004
Fixed Assets
Less depreciation
Current assets
Cash at Bankers
Current
Deposit
Deduct current liabilities
Net Current Assets
Balance b/f from 30/06/03
Net Surplus (deficit) on year

926
22,809 23,735
(400)
23,335
25.835
(2,500)

Income/Expenditure
Income
Subscription
Award Fund Donation
A.B.L.H. Donation
C V Directories
Functions/Shows
Bank Interest

25,899
5,000
1,200
1,350
1,061
190 34,700

Expenditure
Membership List
Newsletter
C V Directories
Functions/Shows/Conference
Regional Subventions
CABI Publishing
Award Fund Grants & Expenditure

3,501
11,232
775
5,334
1.800
2,820
7,094 32,556

Management Expenditure
Insurance
Auditors Fees
Loss on Fixed Assets
ExCo Meetings
Administration
Deficit on Year’s Operations

831
831

546
400
831
1,358
422

—

4,644
(2,500)

Notes
1 In accordance with the agreement of the last ExCo Meeting
what fixed assets we had have been written off. Members now
use their own up-to- date computer equipment.
2 £20.00 ‘cash’ in hand was also written off. I inherited this line
in the accounts nearly nine years ago and was unable to find it!
These actions were discussed and agreed with our auditors
before completion.
3 Current liabilities relate solely to the auditors fee.
4 Income was less than the previous reporting period mainly
through delay in receiving the Inland Revenue credit (now
received- £947) and a decrease in subscription and function
income. The ABLH donation was most welcome.
5 Expenditure was slightly less than the previous period in spite
of ‘inadvertent expenditure’ on calico bags, DFID seminar and
advance payment for the Conference.
6 Management expenditure reflected the equipment write-off.
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Learning how to learn together: agricultural
communication in Central Tanzania
Charlie Riches and Richard Lamboll

GOT
ASDP
DADPs
PADEP
CPP
ZRELO
PM&E

Acronyms
Government of Tanzania
Agricultural Sector Development
Programme
District Agricultural Development Plans
Participatory Agricultural Development
and Empowerment Project
Crop Protection Programme
Central Zone Research and Extension
Liaison Office
Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation

ASDP, a future framework for
agricultural communication?
ollowing the completion of centrally managed
World Bank-funded agricultural research and
extension programmes during 2003–4 the Government of Tanzania (GOT) is initiating the Agricultural
Sector Development Programme (ASDP).

F

This aims to implement a single sector-wide policy,
institutional and expenditure framework for agriculture. In the September 2004 Newsletter John
Russell outlined the genesis of and thinking behind
ASDP which has been designed in response to the
GOT Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper. The programme aims to facilitate the creation of an enabling
environment that is conducive to improvement of
agricultural productivity, in order to improve farm
incomes and reduce rural poverty.
While the ASDP secretariat has the role of coordinating a series of project initiatives, this is taking
place in the context of a far-reaching process of
decentralisation in Tanzania. To be consistent with
government policy, two aspects of the programme
should therefore be fundamental. It is envisaged that
development initiatives will in future be designed and
implemented at district level as part of District
Agricultural Development Plans (DADPs). Funds from
central government and donors will be channelled to
District councils to support projects identified at
taa Newsletter December 2004

community level and planned within a District
Agricultural Plan process. Budgets will be under the
control of district councils who have had
responsibility for agricultural extension for some
time. Secondly there should be increasing effort to
make use of both public and private sources of funds
and to connect with the private sector with a view to
increased commercialisation of agriculture. A range
of agricultural sector projects are being initiated
under the umbrella of ASDP in various districts
including building of dams, dip tanks, training
centres and other infrastructure initiatives within
DADPs. In another major initiative, in 28 districts,
community participation is considered to be key to the
World Bank-funded Participatory Agricultural
Development and Empowerment Project (PADEP).
John Russell has also described plans for similar
activities elsewhere, involving ward and district level
farmer fora within an Agricultural Sector Support
Programme.

Crop protection as a
case study for de-centralising
communication and learning
Efficient and robust communication will be critical to
the successful empowerment of farmers in these
initiatives. Mechanisms are needed to ensure farmers’
voices are heard in setting district priorities and to
ensure that knowledge of technologies and markets
reaches producers. We have been involved in a
number of the DFID Crop Protection Programme
(CPP) funded projects in semi-arid areas of Central
Zone since the late 1990s. Pre- and post-harvest crop
pests, weeds and diseases are a major problem in
semi-arid areas increasing the vulnerability of
households who derive much of their livelihoods by
farming in a risky ago-ecological environment.
Agricultural research institutions in East Africa have
developed and validated a range of pest management
technologies with farmers. However many studies in
the region have demonstrated low levels of scientific
knowledge and awareness of pests and their
management among extension providers and also
3
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among much of the farming population. Communicating knowledge on crop protection and promoting
validated research outputs is challenging in semi-arid
areas, not only because of the biophysical environment, but also because institutions, input supply and
markets tend to be less well developed than in areas
with higher agricultural potential. Since November
2003, with support from CPP we have been working
with partners in Central Zone to develop and assess
strategies that will enhance two-way communication
between farmers, researchers, district councils and
other service providers1. Crop Protection has been
used as a focus for this initiative.

Constraints to scaling up the promotion
of Crop Protection research outputs
Stakeholders identified constraints to up-scaling of
promotion of the outputs from research as:
K Inadequate mechanisms for feedback to research

by agencies involved in agricultural training and
dissemination in semi-arid areas,
K Very limited access by these agencies to the results

of research, particularly crop protection information,
K Use of methods that are inappropriate and not

validated for disseminating crop protection
information,

identify farmers’ crop protection needs. District
communication strategies were then designed to
address these with implementation via village
extension officers with farmer groups. Topics
included stalkborer of sorghum and maize, Striga and
head smut of sorghum, insect pests and diseases of
onions and tomato and, storage pests particularly the
larger grain borer. A range of communication tools
were requested and these were built into a zonal
strategy. During the 2004 crop season ZRELO has
collected information from researchers and farmers
on major crop protection issues. In collaboration with
Radio Tanzania (Central Zone), it has broadcast 22
radio programmes. Twelve leaflets on the biology and
management of major weed, diseases and pest
problems have been prepared and printed. A number
of training videos are under production. At community level farmer groups have been testing a number of crop protection practices on demonstration/
learning plots ranging from comparing local
botanical with synthetic pesticides to the multiplication of Striga-resistant sorghum varieties. An
integral component of the study is participatory
monitoring and evaluation including farmer groups
choosing indicators by which to evaluate their
activities. It is important to test the extent to which
Monitoring and Evaluation procedures can be used to
feed back farmer demand for services and additional
research through districts to the zones where research
is currently managed. This would enhance client
orientation of research.

K Limited networks and forums for the exchange of

information between the main stakeholders
(extension, NGOs, private sector and researchers
concerned with developmental impact).

Piloting Zonal and District
Communication Strategies
The current initiative involves agricultural extension
staff from Dodoma Rural, Kongwa and Singida
District councils, the Central Zone Research and
Extension Liaison Office (ZRELO), LPRI Mpwapwa
and ARI Ilonga facilitated by the Dodoma-based NGO
INADES Formation, Tanzania (IFTZ) and NRI. The
major aim is to learn lessons about improving
agricultural communication to meet farmers’ needs,
which may be of value in the implementation of
district and zonal initiatives under the ASDP.
Participants initially met at a workshop and at district
level meetings to use existing farmer feedback to

Differing expectations and changing
roles within the communication process
It soon became clear that farmers, extension and
researchers had very different expectations of the
communication process. Farmers considered
themselves to be constantly adapting in order to
survive while they saw researchers and extension to be
less open to change. Indeed at an early stage in the
study it emerged that a major challenge for everyone
was to “learn how to learn together”.
Previously, under the Tanzania Agricultural Research
Programme 2, the ZRELO was positioned as an
intermediary between researchers and extension.
Liaison was largely achieved through regular
committee meetings – which primarily set zonal
research priorities – at which extension and farmers
were represented. The table below indicates the
changing role of the Central Zone ZRELO’s office with

1

This is part of a wider lesson learning lesson-learning project also being implemented in partnership with KARI and other partners in semi-arid eastern
and western Kenya.
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increasing decentralization. By aligning zonal and
district strategies, even with relatively limited
resources, ZRELO staff feel they are being empowered
to engage with a wider range of stakeholders (in both

accessing and disseminating information) and
ultimately respond more effectively to farmers’
communication needs.

Changing role of the Central Zone ZRELO’s office with increasing decentralization.
Stage in communication
process

After

Before

1) Collection of information to
address the CP need

Passively receiving information Actively seeking information
from Ministry HQ.
from stakeholders e.g. from
Tropical Pesticide Research
Institute, Arusha and Plant
Health Services Central Zone

2) Choosing the
communication tools to be
used

Limited choice – receiving
tools from Ministry HQ

Consulting farmers and other
stakeholders

3) Preparation of the
communication tools

HQ preparation

Zonal preparation

4) Multiplication of
communication tools

Multiplication at HQ – no
decision making at zonal level

Choice of service provider e.g.
printers of posters and leaflets

5) Dissemination

Materials provided by HQ very
limited and decided by HQ

Wider choice of tools and
approaches used based on
stakeholder consultations

6) PM&E

Lack of systematic approach
and not participatory

Piloted PM&E system at group,
village, district and zonal level

Source: Central Zone ZRELO’s office

Improving agricultural communication
strategies to meet farmers’ needs:
lessons to date
Participants identified the key lessons that they have
learnt to date during their involvement in the district
and zonal communication strategy process. These are
summarised according to four themes.

1. Assessing farmer demand and getting feedback
on Crop Protection needs
K If communication issues originate from farmers

the content is much more likely to be considered
and taken-up by farmers.
K Demand for new technologies can increase through

farmer group to zone, but current feedback is
through a diversity of means (e.g. letters from
farmers in response to radio programme, or
farmers asking district extension officers for more
information on onion management).

2. Accessing information by farmers and service
providers
K Farmers’ current practices are based primarily on

what they have learnt from their family, other
farmers and, to a lesser extent, the public extension
service.
K Access to information varies considerably, e.g.

women have limited control of radios in the
household.

raised awareness (e.g. demand for Striga-resistant
sorghum variety, Wahi, has increased after radio
programmes).

K There has been little incentive in previous systems

K It appears that a zonal strategy is emerging that

for service providers (particularly in the public
sector) to access new information.

consists of a set of “service activities” responsive to
district strategies.

K Quality control with respect to “technical content”

K Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation (PM&E)

indicators were developed at different levels from
taa Newsletter December 2004

of the communication processes is a major issue.
K There is a need for on-going capacity building.
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3. Communication of Crop Protection information
to farmers
K Improving access to knowledge does not end in the

K

K
K
K

K
K

K

transfer from one point to another; it is a process
including sharing and learning by various actors.
Realistic partnerships among the main stakeholders are key to efficiency in meeting communication needs of farmers.
There is need to target particular groups (e.g. youth
and women) in agricultural communication.
Resources need to be attracted from within and
outside the zone and districts.
Communication tools/approaches (e.g. demonstration/learning activities, posters, farmer exchange
visits, farmer groups, leaflets, radio programmes,
videos) are more likely to be successful if developed
in partnership with farmers and other stakeholders.
Importance of local content – e.g. farmers voice in
radio programmes.
There are an increasing number of radio stations
and to attract an audience programmes need to be
attractive and adaptable.
There is a developing culture of women listening to
radio.

K Communication needs are strongly influenced by

the market value and demand for the product. For
successful communication marketing and markets
need to be addressed.

4. Lesson learning and influencing policy makers
K Methods are needed for service providers, policy

K

K
K
K
K

K

6

makers, etc. to recognise and respect ideas/
opinions of others, e.g. farmer knowledge and
practices.
The value of building novel strategic partnerships,
in this case an NGO with an explicit aim of
enhancing farmer empowerment working with
public sector research and extension organisations.
Change involves stakeholders “learning how to
learn”.
Groups and networks facilitate interaction which
enhances common understanding.
Communication is central to institutional change.
Communication specialists have key role to play in
two-way flow of information between farmers and
other stakeholders
Participatory M&E can be a key element of joint
learning - need to increase stakeholder participa-

K

K
K
K

K

tion (e.g. farmers, policy makers) in PM&E of the
programme to make the activities sustainable.
We need to know the minimum information needs
(what and who needs to know) to inform decisionmaking at each level of strategies, i.e. from farmers
to zone.
Economics of communication - who should pay?
Importance of local decision makers - councillors
decide on budgets!
District and zonal staff have identified a potential
advocacy role for the ZRELO to build capacity in the
zone.
Challenge in semi-arid areas to involve the private
sector.

Sustaining improved communication
ASDP has a stated aim of empowering farmers and
other stakeholders (e.g. district extension and the
ZRELO’s office), but this requires new relationships
to be developed and improved communication will be
key. This action research initiative is working with a
range of agricultural service providers, including
public sector extension, who in various ways are
adapting to change and new ways of thinking about
their roles and the institutional environment.
Improving agricultural communication requires
significant financial resources. However, as identified
by participants in this initiative, commitment,
accountability and incentives are also vitally
important elements in improving the efficiency and
effectiveness of service provision in general, and
communication strategies in particular.
Acknowledgement: This project is partly funded by the
United Kingdom Department for International
Development (DFID) and the Government of Tanzania
(GOT). The views expressed are not necessarily those
of DFID (Crop Protection Programme project R8349)
or GOT.
Charlie Riches is an agronomist and has been working with the
Tanzanian national programme on a number of DFID crop
protection projects since 1997, particularly management of Striga
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the Natural Resources Institute, University of Greenwich,
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Suzanne Sharrock
ecent reports have suggested that somewhere
between a third and a quarter of the world’s
known plant species are under threat of extinction –
up to 100,000 species could disappear this century –
many being lost before their true value is known. The
potential disappearance of such vital plant resources
can be considered one of the greatest challenges
presently facing the world
community.

R

BGCI was founded in 1987 and its membership now
includes over 500 institutions in more than 100
countries. BGCI works with its partners and
members to develop policies, guidelines and tools to
support best practice in plant conservation,
environmental education and sustainable development. It supports networks of botanic gardens at the

Botanic Gardens
Conservation
International
(BGCI), a UK-based
charity, works with
botanic gardens
around the world,
supporting
programmes for
plant conservation
and environmental
education.
Through its work,
BGCI aims to
develop a world
network for plant
conservation,
bringing together
organisations
which collectively
cultivate a third of
the world’s plants,
receive more than
200 million
visitors a year and
which extend
across every
continent.
taa Newsletter December 2004
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national, regional and global level through the
organisation of conferences, workshops and training
courses, and produces a wide range of publications,
many in several languages. BGCI also supports field
projects in countries worldwide.

On-line databases
BGCI’s website (www.bgci.org) with its recently
launched on-line searchable garden database,
provides a gateway to the world’s botanic gardens.
The database provides ready access to information
about botanic gardens around the world, including
visitor information and details on plant collections
and education activities. The website also provides a
unique ‘plant search’ function, allowing the user to
search a database of more than 90,000 taxa in order to
identify plant species in cultivation in botanic gardens
globally. BGCI’s plant search database is linked to the
World Conservation Union (IUCN) Red List of
threatened plant species as well as the International
Plant Names Index (IPNI). Thus each plant recorded
can be checked for its known conservation status. To
date, nearly 9,000 rare and endangered plant species
have been identified in cultivation in botanic gardens.
BGCI’s databases bring worldwide co-ordination to
the individual conservation efforts of each garden.

Spreading the word
The need to raise public understanding of the value of,
and threats to, plant diversity is an issue that botanic
gardens are ideally placed to address. Globally,
botanic gardens receive more than 200 million visitors
per year. Their visitors are diverse and include both
children and adults. Many botanic gardens have links
with local schools and communities and they often
provide a welcome green space in increasingly urban
environments. They are ideally placed to demonstrate
the importance of plants and can provide an out-door
classroom suitable for both formal and informal
education programmes.
In support of botanic garden education programmes
BGCI produces a range of guidelines and publications,
including Roots, a bi-annual education review. Each
issue of Roots is themed and recent issues have
covered botanic gardens and tourism; teaching
ecological concepts; planting for education; and
synergies between botanic gardens and zoos.

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation
BGCI has been particularly active in supporting the
development of the Global Strategy for Plant

Prizewinners display their pictures during a
drawing competition organised by BGCI and
the Cibodas Botanic Garden in Indonesia at the
launch of a children’s environmental club.
More than 4,500 children are participating in
the club.

© BGCI.
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Conservation (GSPC). This strategy was developed
through a consultative process and in 2002 it was
unanimously adopted by the 187 Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity at the 6th
Conference of the Parties. The ultimate and longterm objective of the Strategy is to halt the current and
continuing loss of plant diversity
The GSPC includes 16 outcome-orientated targets for
plant conservation to be achieved by 2010. These
targets are divided into five major areas:
Understanding and documenting plant diversity;
Conserving plant diversity; Using plant diversity
sustainably; Promoting education and awareness
about plant diversity; Capacity building for plant
diversity. These are the first ever internationally
agreed targets in biodiversity conservation and the
GSPC has been recognised as an innovative model
approach to target setting for the Convention on
Biological Diversity.
In support of its implementation, a Global
Partnership for Plant Conservation has been
established, for which BGCI provides the Secretariat
and interim Chair. Further information about the
GSPC and the Global Partnership is available on
www.plants2010.org and on www.bgci.org.

The Brest Botanic Garden (Conservatoire Botanique National,
Brest), France focuses on the conservation of endangered plant
species - as well as providing a scenic spot for walking and
picnicking.
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BGCI around the world
Although based in the UK, BGCI’s field projects
largely take place in developing countries. Working
with its botanic garden partners, BGCI is presently
supporting plant conservation and environmental
education programmes in a wide range of countries,
including Argentina, Brazil, China, Indonesia, India
and Russia. Many of these projects have a strong
focus on linking plant conservation with sustainable
development. The botanic gardens work in
partnership with their local communities to develop
sustainable management plans for locally threatened
plant species – especially those species that are under
threat as a result of over-harvesting or habitat
destruction.
Further information about BGCI is provided on its
website www.bgci.org. BGCI also produces Cuttings,
a quarterly newsletter that provides up to date plant
conservation and botanic garden news from around
the world. It is distributed free to all BGCI members
and is available to Friends of BGCI for an annual
subscription of £10. For a free sample copy, please
contact Suzanne Sharrock at BGCI - email
Suzanne.sharrock@bgci.org

© BGCI.
9

tropical
agriculture
association
Articles–Irrigated agriculture

A glimpse at irrigated agriculture in Xinkiang, China
John Russell
In 1997, the Bicton Overseas Agricultural Trust, BOAT,
hosted four Chinese Agricultural Advisory Service
staff from Xinkiang for two months on a course at
Bicton College. I had the opportunity in August to visit
for a couple of days three of the students, “Peter” Sun
Guan Cai, “Charles” Han Bin, and “Bill” Sun Yu Bao.
I was most impressed by the agriculture in the villages
where they work, on an irrigated area to the north of
the Tien Shan, or Celestial Mountains, around the
small town of Manas. I also found that Xinkiang,
though the remotest part of China inhabited by many
ethnic Turki groups, principally Uighur, as well as
incoming Han Chinese, appears to be as booming as
the rest of China.
It was a bright sunny Friday morning in late August
that Peter and Charles arrived at my hotel in the
Xinkiang skyscraper capital, Urumqi, and whisked me
away by car along 80 miles of an impressive new
motorway to Manas. On either side of the road were
irrigated fields of cotton, maize, sunflower, grapes
and horticultural crops, particularly tomatoes, basking in the morning sunshine. To the south could be
seen the snow capped peaks of the Tien Shan, that
provide the water that sustains agriculture in this area
that rapidly becomes arid as you move north, and
south of which lies the fabled Taklamakan Desert.
Peter and his colleagues visit their farmer clients by
motorcycle, but the young manager, Mr. Liao, of the
recently privatised Huaxi (West) China Seed Company,
provided a vehicle to take us out to a typical local
village named Chahkurz No.1, as there are three more
adjoining villages with that name. We were greeted by
the village Chairman, Mr. Wu Chung, in front of their
Council Office, and met with him and some of his
leading farmers to learn more about the village and its
farming system. The village has a population of 450 in
120 farm families, of which two thirds are Han
Chinese and one-third ethnic Hui. The arable area is
4500 mu or 665 acres, with an average farm size of 35
mu or 5 acres. Almost all farmers have one small
tractor, and about a third have two; not many farmers
have livestock though there are 36 milking cows in the
village, about 600 sheep and all households have
chicken.
Of the 665 acres of irrigated crops 415 are under
cotton, 140 under tomatoes, 50 under hybrid seed
10

maize, and 60 under grapes. Cotton yields averaged
over 2 tons per acre, tomatoes 35 tons, seed maize
about 4 tons and grapes 1 ton. The cotton, for which
pests are a major problem, (especially a spider,
Tetranychus urticae), all goes to the local government
ginnery. Possibly some of our entomologist or cotton
specialist readers such as Dave Lyon or Jim Watson
could help Peter by throwing more light on how to
deal with this pest. To save on water, half the acreage
of cotton is now under irrigation by plastic pipe and
tube.
Tomatoes are all sold to a paste factory in Manas,
where Peter’s wife works a twelve-hour shift (!), and
when passing the factory later I saw about 80 twentyton lorries filled with loose tomatoes waiting to
unload. The seed maize is rigorously inspected, and a
company technical supervisor is posted at village level
for every 800 mu or 115 acres. With a price of 2.6yuan
(17p) per kg, yields of 4,200 kg per acre give a gross
return of £700 per acre. The Huaxi Seed Company
currently handles some 10,000 tons of hybrid seed
maize each year, as well as sunflower and a number of
horticultural crops. The grapes are all bought by the
local Suntime winery, another major industry of
Manas, though farmers are not very happy with a
recent price reduction through a quota system! Labour
is hired mainly for weeding and at harvest time, and
comes from local towns or migrant workers from
Inner China who are paid about £2 a day plus a meal.
Having worked with small-scale farmers in Africa and
Asia for over forty years, I have never seen such an
apparently prosperous farmer as Lan Tong Sing,
whose home we visited in the village, living on just 9
acres. He owns 4.5 acres and rents the other four and
a half, and had 7.5 acres in cotton and 1.5 in seed
maize, although last year he had 2 acres under
tomatoes. He and his wife, and one little son, (as
government still ordains only one child), showed me
their large and flourishing vegetable garden, his
tractor shed with two trailers, and his smart house
with tiled floors, a huge fridge-freezer in the dining
area, and television with video and telephone in his
well furnished bright lounge.
Returning to Manas, and after visiting the Huaxi Seed
Company, we toured the Suntime winery and its
modern bottling plant with the manager, Mr. Lung.
His red and white wines are mainly of table quality,
taa Newsletter December 2004
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but he hopes to improve on this. He has won national
medals so now wants to enter the export market,
hoping to start by supplying Chinese restaurants in
UK and Europe! Sunday morning we visited the local
colourful and very busy market, attended the little
Christian church, warmly welcomed by a congregation of over three hundred after wading through all
the bicycles outside, and returned by road to Urumqi
in the afternoon.
China is certainly booming and is currently of course
helping to fuel growth in the whole global economy. If
evidence from an internet bureau is anything to go by,
I was amazed to go into one in Urumqi with three
huge rooms, and two hundred and fifty computers in

serried ranks, all occupied by youthful Chinese. It was
also very satisfying to find BOAT Bicton alumni
making their own contribution to China’s development in an effective way.
Postscript. BOAT has recently opened a Development
Resource Centre in the Bicton College Library that can
be used by anyone needing advice on technical rural
development problems. It is staffed every Monday by
members of the TAA South-West Region and can be
contacted on email boat@bicton.ac.uk. BOAT is
currently accepting applicants from trainers overseas
for a ten-week dairy-goat husbandry course in 2005,
and a course on managing a training institution in
2006.

International assessment of the role of
agricultural science and technology in development
WHAT is it?
Dr Mark Holderness
Agriculture Director, CAB International
The assessment aims to bring an objective view of the
long-term challenges facing world agriculture and
consider how these might be addressed by the
development and Appropriate use of agricultural
knowledge and technologies, learning from both past
experiences and our present knowledge. It is similar
in form to the previous Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change and the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment and builds on from other recent considerations of agricultural challenges. The Assessment
draws together the best-informed opinion leaders
from around the world and from a wide range of
perspectives to prepare authoritative compilations of
existing knowledge of agricultural technologies and
their implications.

How has it come about?
The Assessment process has been catalysed by the
World Bank, in open partnership with a truly
multistakeholder group of organizations, including 6
UN agencies and representatives of governments, civil
society, private sector and scientific institutions from
around the world. It uses a strongly consultative
‘bottom-up’ process that recognizes the different
needs of different regions and communities. CABI is
playing a full role as a member of the intergovernmental Bureau overseeing the process and is
taa Newsletter December 2004

also likely to facilitate the North America and
European regional consultation from early in 2005.

Why do it?
This assessment represents a unique opportunity for
us all to ‘step out of the frame’ and try to project what
kind of world we are likely to end up with if current
trends continue, and assess how we might best
address these challenges. Some of these projections
are bleak and disturbing; the increased number of
mouths to be fed and the loss of agricultural land and
encroachment onto native habitats are already
apparent, and we now have the impacts of changes in
climate, water and fuel availability to take on board.
Given these changes, what kinds of technologies
(including those derived from both local and scientific
innovation), uptake mechanisms and institutions will
we need to be looking for and investing in now, to
ensure that the world’s food needs can continue to be
met and the economic circumstances of the rural poor
improved into the future? Although this is a major
challenge, it is unlikely any of us will have another
such chance to take such an objective look at these
issues within the next decade, in which case further
valuable time will have been lost and our
opportunities for timely intervention further reduced.
11
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How does it work?
It does not aim to predict the future – that would be
futile! However, what it will do is create ‘plausible
scenarios’, based on knowledge from past events and
existing trends such as population growth,
rural/urban food and poverty dynamics, loss of
agricultural land, water availability and climate
change effects. Based around these issues, ‘What if ?’
questions can be formulated that allow the
implications of different technological options to be
explored and understood. The Assessment will not
dictate what countries or stakeholders should do,
rather it aims to inform processes of future planning
and thinking as to what may happen as the world
continues to develop from current patterns over the
next 30-50 years and therefore what different
agricultural options, scenarios and policies may bring
us (for better or worse) if we go down different
pathways to address these challenges.

Who is involved?
Persons wishing to take part in the consultation
process were asked to register their outline CVs to be

considered either as an expert contributing to the
global design of the assessment, or as an expert
designing the regional assessment process in the
region of their concern. This initial part of the process
was completed in October and November. We in CABI
see an individual as someone who has the expert
knowledge and objectivity required to help ensure that
the assessment has real value and relevance to our
Member Countries and their public, private and civil
institutions.
Those taking part in the Assessment do so largely
through their own commitment (and with the support
of their employers) to ensure that our children do not
inherit a world denuded of its natural resources and
facing spectres of poverty and starvation that could be
avoided by appropriate actions at this stage.
FAO, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, WHO, the World Bank
and the Global Environment Facility co-sponsor
IAASTD.
Detailed background information and decisions
made at the First Plenary Meeting held in Nairobi at
the end of August 2004 can be found on the
0
assessment website www.agassessment.org.

Going Free
The Courier
Journal of African, Caribbean &
Pacific countries in relation to the
EC/EU

Bimonthly – 6 issues per year –
from No. 68 July/August 1981 to
No. 175 May/June 1999 available
free of charge (Nos. 104, 134, 136
& 169 missing). Not pristine but
in good used condition. These
contain in-depth dossiers on
aspects of development and
country profiles and
will be
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of interest to many
recently formed academic
departments of economic
development, consultancy firms
and consultants in our field.
Available for collection in
Cambridge area or could be
brought to a London meeting.
Owing to lack of house space and
cessation of active work these
will have to be dumped by the
end of March 2005.
Contact Michael Thompson
01223 262422
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We are not (quite) forgotten
recent publication, Africa's food and nutrition security
situation (by Todd Benson, 2020 Discussion Paper
37, IFPRI, Washington DC, 2004) outlines the
continued existence of widespread and chronic
undernutrition in Africa, and then sets out efforts
needed to attain nutrition security. In these efforts,
nine points are listed. One of them is, "Agriculture
cannot be ignored." Were they thinking of doing so?

A

Anthony Young
12 Clarement Road
Norwich NR4 6SH

Unlocking banana
potential only…?

Hafirs for storing water
for irrigation and cattle
A riposte to “Agriculture and poverty reduction:
unlocking the potential” (September Newsletter)
I read the four articles on this subject in the
September 2004 TAA Newsletter and am greatly
relieved to see that fixing agriculture – especially
that of small and medium-scale farmers – is now
seen as the best way to reduce poverty. But I didn’t
see any keys there with which to unlock their
potential other than FARM-Africa’s Uganda Banana
project. There must be some keys out there; indeed
our TAA Newsletter occasionally brings one into the
taa Newsletter December 2004

light. On the whole, though, we are still too busy to
get into the locksmith business, preferring to remain
in the case studies, with associated utterances about
participatory approaches, constraints, multi-sectoral
issues, synergies and rural knowledge systems.
As a natural scientist and a field worker for virtually
all my forty years in the hotter, drier and poorer parts
of Africa, I have been in the key business most of the
time. This is the key that I am cutting just now. It is
based on the recognition that water is the primary
limiting factor of small-scale farmers. I put this even
before land for reasons that will become apparent.
Water is limiting mainly because of the low or
unreliable rainfall and because sources other than
rain are rare and usually require substantial amounts
of money or influence to get at them. But the
important fact to recognise at the outset is that
wherever people practice some form of crop production there
must be some rain. As we know, that rain is often heavy,
even if of short duration, and it falls on land that is
often degraded and bare so that much of it runs off.
Instead of lamenting this run-off, we could collect
and store it. Not by building dams – that requires
machinery, money and a good measure of communal
co-operation, as well as a suitable site – but by
building hafirs. A hafir is a hole in the ground designed
to store run-off water from surrounding land for later
domestic or agricultural use, and as such can be dug
anywhere that there is sufficient depth of soil. This is
the key, which unlocked the grain-growing potential
of much of central Sudan fifty years ago where there
was neither perennial surface water nor accessible or
potable ground water. Sudanese hafirs are large
(10,000 cubic metres or more capacity) and the ones I
have seen are almost all dug in the deep vertisols of
the eastern clay plains, though some have been made
in the Kordofan sands. Excavated in clay, they
obviously lose little by seepage, but in pervious soils,
some kind of lining is essential. A hafir need not be
big – though if they need to be lined to prevent
seepage, then the bigger they are, the lower the cost
per cubic metre capacity – and need not be deep if
there are some means available of reducing
evaporative loss (easily 2 metres a year in dry
climates). But the reality is that if you excavate a hafir
anywhere other than in a deep vertisol, you will need
to line it, and probably cover it as well. But if you can
do that, then the way is open for every farmer, big and
small, to have their private, low-cost water supply.
13
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Then there is the arithmetic: for every cubic metre of
water stored in your hafir, you can apply, say, 500 mm
to 2 square metres of crop land. A fifty cubic metre
hafir can give supplementary irrigation to a 100
square metre garden of at least 500 mm. My own 50
cubic metre hafir is matched to my 100 square metre
vegetable garden in the dry interior of the Eastern
Cape in South Africa and, despite a three-month
winter when little grows (cold and dry) it produces
two tonnes of vegetables a year.
Now the technology: two men with spade, pick,
shovel and wheelbarrow can dig such a hole in less
than a month. If it is deeper than 2 metres, some
double-handling of the soil is necessary so it may take
longer, while if strong men are unavailable for the
digging, a community can still get together as they do
with other major farm tasks – more hands make light
work. Lining can be done with a combination of
plastic sheeting and mud applied to sides and floor as
a multiple-ply sandwich, which is then protected by a
stone or brick revetment. For those with plastering
skills, a more durable and robust lining is ferrocement – a cement plaster on wire netting - while an
easy and quick method is to paint an aqueous
bitumen emulsion onto a geotextile sheet laid on the
sides and floor. And finally the cost: target cost of
lining is $3 per square metre and $2 for an antievaporation cover.
Now the bit about the land. A hundred square metres
of land is only the size of an urban allotment. Not very
big. But in the rural areas of Africa, people – even
those without access to arable land – have a bit of
space round their homes. Ten metres by ten metres?
Most people have a yard, which can spare that sort of
area for vegetables.
Fertility? Many soils in Africa are notoriously infertile,
needing lime and phosphate especially, not to
mention a good dose of N when the crops are up and
running. For people without livestock – the poor –
jacking up soil fertility seems a daunting task. But if
every home switched to a composting toilet system,
and children were taught to be fertility gatherers –
collecting bones, ash, old thatch, heaps of weeds and
cowpats as they came back through the village from
school – a ten-by-ten garden would soon be up to
scratch for the two-tonnes-a-year production. That
would be about 6 kg a day of fresh vegetables for the
family, something that might give HIV and TB less of
a foothold.
So what does this all mean? It means that a donor or
government agency should establish a few working
models of such a hafir garden in a conspicuous place
14

where people can catch the idea. Then, interested
people could be helped to site their own hafirs and
gardens where there is sufficient run-off and soil
depth, lent some tools if necessary and then invited to
start digging. If they complete the excavation
satisfactorily (evidence of good faith) then the donor
or government agency should give the materials for
lining the hafir. Add a bit of fencing, to keep livestock
and small children out of it and the garden, and a
hand pump and some cheap perforated plastic pipe
for getting the water from the hafir onto the plot in
measurable quantities to ensure controlled usage and
so prevent over- or under-irrigation. No one need
starve in Africa?
Vernon Gibberd
Box 9468
Queenstown 5320
South Africa
27-45-8383867 (office & fax)
27-45-8396696 (home)
vgibberd@iafrica.com

Riposte to Globalisation and the
Malaysian Oil Palm Industry
(March 2004)
Am I alone in thinking that Leslie Davidson’s article
on Globalisation and the Malaysian Oil Palm Industry
(March 2004) is, to put it mildly, “off the wall”?
Commencing with the bizarre proposition that multinational corporations are “vulnerable” rather than
increasingly powerful (has he not heard of “corporate
capture” of governments?), he goes on to demonise
NGOs (en masse) as unaccountable, ill-informed
animal lovers. This polemic is set against a paean of
praise for the oil palm industry buttressed by selected
facts (or rather “factoids”), oblivious to the complex
context of accelerated lowland tropical forest
destruction in south-east Asia and the progressive
thinking on livelihoods and biodiversity spearheaded
by mainstream social and conservation NGOs.
My experience of East and Central Kalimantan is of
former high forest where corruption, greed, perverse
incentives, weak or absent governance, poverty and
gross social inequality have created a charred wasteland. Some of this is being planted to oil palm, a
beneficial use of the smoking remains. As Davidson
states, no one knows what has been lost. It is
incalculable. We can only extrapolate from what is
known, and as economists, ecologists and sociotaa Newsletter December 2004
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Perhaps the Malaysian process has been socially and
environmentally innocuous compared to Indonesia,
but I have my doubts. If only the orang-utans could
talk…..
James Ramsay
2671 Margate Avenue, Victoria
British Columbia, Canada V8S 3A8
Tel + 1-250-598-4415
Fax + 1-250-598-4450
jramsay@horizon.bc.ca
0

Erratum: an apology

DO YOU KNOW BRUNEI ?
Do we have amongst our membership
anyone who has worked in Brunei or had
the opportunity to visit the country? We
have had an enquiry for information, in
general terms, about the farming systems,
soil conditions, climate, etc. What is the
average size of farms? Are there any largescale farming enterprises or is the
situation in Brunei conducive to this type
of agricultural development?
If any of you can help, please contact
Mike Butterworth by email at
micpat@onetel.com or write to me and I
will pass on the information.
The Editor

PLANT SCIENCES AT CAMBRIDGE

In the article ‘At the
Royal Show’ published
on page 38 of the
September Newsletter,
the Tropical
Agriculturalist should
have been accredited to
CTA/Macmillan. CTA is
the Technical Centre for
Agricultural and Rural
Cooperation ACP-EU.
(The Editor)
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Richard Smith has drawn our attention to
a comprehensive 100-year review (19042004) of activity in the Botany School
(now the Department of Plant Sciences) at
Cambridge University. As he pointed out
many of our Trinidad links started in the
Botany School’s close ties with the School
of Agriculture in the next building.
EJH Corner, the well-known tropical
botanist, held a personal chair of Tropical
Botany, 1966-73, but mycologists appear
to have dominated Cambridge tropical
experts: Marshall Ward on coffee rust, FT
Brooks on rubber pathology during World
War I, Noel Robertson on cocoa swollen
shoot in the Gold Coast after World War II,
and John Rishbeth on Fusarium wilt of
bananas in the West Indies in the late 40s.
This publication is free to interested
parties and can be obtained from
Ms Catherine King, Administrator,
Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EA.
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logists, cry over the opportunity cost of oil palm in this
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Carstairs and Carruthers, 2004, 190pp.
The Lighter Side of Consultancy
his is a book by two long-time agricultural
consultants who will be known to many TAA
members. It consists of some 70 anecdotes expanded
into short stories from countries as diverse as
Lesotho, Brunei and Belize. To give more flavour to
the stories they are interspersed with extracts from
mainly eighteenth century traveller’s guidebooks
covering such essentials for a consultant as Peristaltic
Persuaders and Pith Helmets. In short, it would make
a good present for a former colleague in need of
entertainment. Furthermore 50% of proceeds are to
be split between a Tanzanian charity and cancer
research.

T

Carstairs is otherwise known as Geoff Wilkinson and
started his tropical career at Rumuruti in Kenya. After
2 years he took over from the late Fergus Wilson in
Zanzibar and Pemba in 1948. He will have met many
members (or turned down their requests!) when he
worked for TETOC (Technical Education and Training
for Overseas Countries) and ended up as a free-lance
consultant from1980 to 1995. Co-author Carruthers
worked with Geoff at the overseas unit of the
Wolverhampton Poly (now University) and is
otherwise known as Alan Cavalier. They hope the
book “will guide the budding consultant to cope
cheerfully with the many challenges which will face
him or her”.
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Members of the T.AA cannot be clearly distinguished
in the book and the only story I am involved with
(Murder in the Cathedral - Zambia) seems to relate to
my wife and our bitch rather than me! The best stories
are those where the joke is appreciated on all sides
such as the one when a smart Egyptian asks
Carruthers if he can take his picture by The Sphinx.
When “Carruthers reached out his hand and said
“Baksheesh! … The Egyptian did not know where to put
himself ” and they ended up having a cup of coffee
together.
Since very few of the stories have an agricultural
flavour one cannot help but come to the conclusion
that as a profession we aren’t all that funny. Carstairs’
lunch in Thailand, served on a plate with a logo of
condoms and cabbages, has a slight agricultural
flavour. Malaysian and Indonesian specialists may
have their palates tickled by “Matter of Taste” - which is
about the fruit durian (Duria zibethinus). Hopefully
our two consultants, in retirement, will continue to
follow the maxim they provide in the Introduction:
“Travel cheerfully and, wherever possible, extract the
maximum amount of humour out of any
uncomfortable situation”.

Obtainable from Wenlock Books, 12 High
Street, Much Wenlock, Shropshire TF13
6AA. Price £12 including p&p in the UK.
Ronald Watts
taa Newsletter December 2004
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AGM AND ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURE
THE ROYAL MARSDEN CONFERENCE CENTRE
(see map on page ii for directions to RMH)

WEDNESDAY, 15TH DECEMBER 2004, 5.00 P.M.
AGENDA
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of AGM of 18 December 2003 vide March 2004 Newsletter
3. Matters Arising
4. Reports from Officers
5. Adoption of Audited Accounts
6. Approval of Auditors
7. ExCo Elections
8. AOB

THE 22nd ANNUAL RALPH MELVILLE MEMORIAL LECTURE
At 6.00 p.m. in the

Julian Bloom Lecture Theatre
PROFESSOR MIKE GALE,
‘A

FRS

ROLE FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRY AGRICULTURE’



THE ANNUAL REUNION
This will be held in the Refectory of the RMH from 7.00 p.m.
The buffet meal will cost approximately £16.00 single and £30.00 double,
including wine, soft drinks and coffee.

To:

TAA GenSec, 144 Mostyn Road, Merton Park, London SW19 3LR

I/We*..................................................................... will/will not attend the 2003 AGM, Memorial
Lecture and Reunion. A cheque to the value of £..............................., made payable to the Tropical
Agriculture Association is enclosed.
* Please print clearly!
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How to get to the Royal
Marsden
Hospital
The Royal Marsden Hospital Education and
Conference Centre is situated in Stewart’s Grove,
London SW3. The nearest underground station is
South Kensington, about five minutes walk away.
South Kensington is served by the District, Circle
and Piccadilly Lines. Several buses also serve the
area.

London and South-East
Tuesday 25th January 2005: A seminar on Research and Development will be held at 2 pm at the Linnean Society,
Piccadilly.
Peter Crisp
Relevant R&D – working with growers to develop markets.
Chris Garforth Challenges in communicating R&D to farmers in developed and developing countries. Also, the
science of GM in the context of market rejection, a real risk or media inspired.
Julia Wright
R&D of the International Programme of the Henry Doubleday Research Association.
Wednesday 23rd March 2005: A meeting on The TAA Award Fund and career opportunities for awardees:
background and current situation at 2 pm at the Linnean Society. To be presented by past awardees, employers
and the TAAF Committee. Details will be posted on the website.
Tuesday 17th May 2005: Visit to CAB International, Wallingford, 11 am – 3 pm. Details in the March Newsletter.

(ii)
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East Anglia
See www.taa.org.uk/diary for up-to-date information
Friday, 7th January 2005: New Year’s Dinner. This will be held in the Orangery at the Quy Mill Hotel, Stow-cum-Quy, near Cambridge.
We are hoping that Dr Andrew Shepherd will join us as our after dinner speaker. As many will be aware, Andrew was formerly with
the University of Birmingham and is now with the Overseas Development Institute, in charge of their Chronic Poverty Unit. He has a
long and varied experience of overseas rural development, especially in social development and training. The dinner will be about
£25.00 per head. Drinks will be available for purchase at the bar. TAA members and their guests are cordially invited.
We need to confirm the likely numbers in advance, so please let Keith Virgo know well before December 1st if you expect to join us:
email (directory_editor@taa.org.uk) or telephone 01440 783413.
The Quy Mill is a converted watermill, lying just off the A14 Cambridge-Newmarket road. Turn north off the A14 at the B1102/A1303
junction and then immediately left before Quy church. The hotel telephone number, for those who get lost, is 01223 293383.
FRIDAY, 18TH MARCH 2005: VISIT TO THE UNEP WORLD CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE, CAMBRIDGE.
The United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre has kindly agreed to host a visit. The Centre
provides objective and scientifically rigorous products and services on biodiversity issues that include assessment and compilation of
knowledge, communication to policy-makers and the wider public, capacity-building for information management and support for
education. Objectives cover monitoring, analysing and reporting on global biodiversity; supporting the development and
implementation of biodiversity policy; supporting international action through expertise, techniques and information; building
capacity of nations to assess biodiversity and implement policies.
The overall theme will be: “Agriculture & Biodiversity: exploring opportunities for collaboration”.
The visit will include an introduction to the global activities of UNEP-WCMC, followed by brief presentations by members of UNEPWCMC and by members of TAA. We hope that this will lead to an interactive and lively debate over a buffet lunch. The tentative
programme is as follows:

11.45 am
12.00 noon
12.15 pm

1.30 pm
2.30 pm
3.00 pm

Arrival at UNEP-WCMC
Introduction to UNEP-WCMC by Tim Johnson, Deputy Director.
Brief presentations to generate interest and discussion:
Andrew Bennett, TAA President, on the Global Crop Diversity Trust.
Descriptions of specific UNEP-WCMC activities by staff members (possible examples:
NTFP in Mexico and Bolivia, Medicinal Plants in Ghana, Conventions and Treaties and/or
Protected Areas).
Roger Smith, TAA Chairman, on the TAA and the Centre for Under-utilised Crops in the
context of crop biodiversity.
Buffet lunch (£7.00 per head) and informal discussions.
Round-up, review of discussions and opportunities for collaboration.
Depart.

The UNEP-WCMC is keen to limit numbers to 15, so as to maximise opportunities for discussion. TAA members wishing to attend
should therefore advise Keith Virgo as soon as possible, on a first come-first served basis. If you wish to attend, please email Keith at:
directory_editor@taa.org.uk or by telephone on 01440 763413 before January 15th.
The UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre is located on the south side of Huntingdon Road, next to the “Beefeater Inn”,
nearly opposite NIAB. Their address is 219 Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 0DL; Tel: 01223 277314. For full directions and
location map click to: http://www.unep-wcmc.org/reception/directions.htm
Visit www.unep-wcmc.org for background information.
We are also planning to hold the March Executive Committee meeting immediately after the main visit.

TROPICAL AGRICULTURE ASSOCIATION in association with BCCB AGRICULTURE & RURAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP
AGRIBUSINESS – AN ENGINE FOR DEVELOPMENT
Ensuring every aspect of development is market orientated
Tuesday 8th February 2005
BCCB, One Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London, SWIP 1RJ
Telephone: 020 7222 3651
Nearest Underground St. James’s Park (District/Circle)
SEE PAGES 21–23 FOR PROGRAMME DETAILS
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South-West
Thursday January 6th 2005: AGM and New Year Luncheon at Exeter Golf and Country Club at 10.00am for
coffee/tea and 10.30 start. Volunteers needed to speak for 10-15 minutes on work done in 2004; and proposals
for seminars, field days or other activities for 2005/6 programme. £16 a head for luncheon; please book and
send cheques before December 15th to Haggis Evans at 22, Sanson Close, Stoke Cannon, Exeter, Devon EX5
4AQ (Tel 01392 841485). Email: hughbetty@amserve.net.uk
Wednesday 16th March 2005: Seminar on Fair and Ethical Trade and Marketing to be held at the Lackham
Countryside Centre, Lacock. Full details will be posted on the TAA website or available from the organiser.
Offers of speakers to George Taylor-Hunt, 01626-362782 or g.l.taylor_hunt@btopenworld.com.
Price expected to be £10.00 per head.
Summer 2005: Seminar on Wetlands Restoration (particularly in the Tropics) to be held at The Wildfowl &
Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire on Thursday 16th June (date and venue subject to confirmation).

Scotland/Borders
Friday 17th December 2004: A seminar on Effective Rural Development, organised by Peter Storey, will be
held at Durham University.

1100

Coffee

1130

Peter Storey - Rural development should be comprehensive and it should be 3D:
Desirable, Do-able, and Durable.

1215

Laurie Robertson - Development in the Desert.

1300

Lunch

1400

Keith Virgo - Dissemination Village Approach - a sustainable means for spreading
rural development through local communities.

1445

Paper arranged by University of Durham

1500

Tea

1530

General Discussion

1600

TAA business

1615

Closure

The meeting will be preceded at 10:00 am by a video link with TAAIndia to discuss with Indian colleagues
the possibility of future teleconferences.
March 2005: Meeting on Degraded tropical soils: their economic conversion to tree crops organised by
Moray Graham.
Spring 2005: Visit to the Aqua Biology Unit at Stirling University organised by Tim Fison.

(iv)
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Vol. I: Practical Understanding
Vol. II: Practical Application: Soil Improvement
Vol. III: Practical Application: Soil and Water Conservation

by Peter J. Storey, Enfield (USA) & Plymouth (UK):
Science Publishers Inc., (Vol. I) 2002, 323pp, ISBN: 157808-201-3; (Vol. II) 2003, 251pp, ISBN: 1-57808250-1; (Vol. III) 2003, 349pp, ISBN: 1-57808-234-X.
From his training and, in particular, from 30 years
experience in the field – predominantly among small
farmers in the steeplands of Taiwan and Nepal – Peter
Storey has learnt, and demonstrated to farmers’
satisfaction, how land degradation can be reversed and
soil fertility improved and sustained using methods
which, in his words, are ‘3D’: Desirable, Do-able and
Durable.
Volume I was reviewed earlier (TAA Newsletter, March
2003). Now that Vols. II and III are available it is
appropriate to consider the trilogy as a whole, because
the volumes are inter-dependent rather than sequential
parts.
He achieves his goal of bridging the gap between
theorists and field practitioners, because the contents
are a valuable mix of observations, field experiences,
concepts, principles, facts, guidelines, detailed practical
instructions, and a large eclectic collection of references.
Volume I is an overview, from which appropriate details
are carried forward and expanded to cover both soil
improvement as the core of Volume II, and terracing and
non-terracing methods of conserving soil and water as
the core of Volume III. In the reality of the field, none of
these specialisations are independent, so additional
chapters on livestock, forestry, agroforestry and
bamboo, field trials, weed control, research and
development needs, and extension policy and methods
have been added in common to both volumes as features
complementing and cross-linking their core subjects.
Among the eight technical Appendices there is a useful
Glossary/Dictionary to illuminate the meanings of some
technical words and jargon. The designs and uses of the
simple but effective Good News Level for surveying and
the Good News Bulldozer to fit two-wheeled tractors are
also included.
The author says he would have paid a lot for what he has
written here if he were starting afresh in Third World hill
agriculture. Now others, too, in similar situations can
benefit greatly from studying these volumes.
taa Newsletter December 2004

UNPUBLISHED ZIMBABWE REPORTS
Study report by Henry A. Elwell (1993)
Influence of reduced tillage systems, nitrogen and crop
rotations on soil properties affecting the erodibility of a
fersiallitic clay at the Institute of Agricultural Engineering,
Borrowdale, and on a granitic soil at
Domboshawa Training Centre

Soil properties were measured at the end of the most
comprehensive series of long-term tillage trials undertaken in Zimbabwe during the 1980s. Earlier work had
discovered soil erodibility to increase as the percentages
of soil organic carbon and water-stable aggregates
greater than 2mm diameter decreased and as the
percentage dry matter passing the 53-micron sieve
increased. These soil properties were measured along
with bulk density determinations on selected treatments
to judge the likely effects of a range of common tillage
practices, rotations and nitrogen applications on soil
erodibility.
Together with this report, a later postscript (2004) by
Francis Shaxson and Henry Elwell indicates how results
from mutually unknown but comparable researches into
residue-based zero-tillage systems in Brazil (also in the
1980s and subsequently) can enhance later interpretation of these Zimbabwe results.

Study report by Henry A.Elwell (1999)
The effects of high-external-input agriculture on crop
production in Zimbabwe’s smallholder section

The study examines the extent to which Zimbabwe’s
poorest farmers have been able to benefit from green
revolution technologies. Comparisons are drawn with
large-scale commercial farming. The poor performance
of high-input technologies in the smallholder sector is
explained in terms of absence of five criteria considered
essential to successful transfer of these more advanced
methods: adequate soil moisture, optimal soil fertility,
uniform field conditions, available finance, and high
levels of management.
The reports can be obtained from: Dr. Henry Elwell,
3 Inn Lane Cottages, Hartlebury, Kidderminster,
Worcester DY11 7TA. Tel: 01299 251081;
email: elwell@bikeshop.fsnet.co.uk
From 1967 to 1994 Dr. Elwell was Senior Research
Engineer at the Institute of Agricultural Engineering,
Borrowdale, Zimbabwe, engaged on a programme to
broaden the earlier soil conservation research of Prof.
Norman Hudson. Dr. Elwell is perhaps best known as
the developer of the Soil Loss Estimator for Southern
Africa (SLEMSA) and for building prediction models
from small-scale simulations of the erosion environment. From 1981 to 1994 Dr. Elwell concentrated on
developing sustainable cropping systems for Africa’s
smallholder farmers.
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Two Reviews from Francis Shaxson…

THE CONSERVATION AND
IMPROVEMENT OF SLOPING LAND
A manual of soil and water conservation
and soil improvement on sloping land
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Stakeholder Incentives in Participatory
Forest Management
by Michael Richards, Jonathan Davies and Gil Yaron,
ITDG Publishing, 2003, 238pp, ISBN: 1 85339 559 5

(iv) valuation of costs and benefits;
(v) economic comparison of the decision-making
alternatives; and
(vi) participatory analysis and monitoring.

Over the years production and marketing practices
adopted in a variety of rural development and
community forestry programmes have produced
variable results. The reasons for this variability have
not hitherto been fully understood. Recognising this,
the.

Although detailed implementation of the economic
analysis will need to be carried out by economists, the
manual will help non-economists involved in
promoting participatory forest management to
understand the role of economics in the stakeholder
analysis.

Department for International Development (DFID)
funded a research project to investigate a number of
these programmes. The five main programmes
included in this investigation were:

Dick Jenkin

K A community forestry programme in Nepal to halt

forest degradation by involving the local people in
managing the hill forests to meet local fuel energy
needs essential to their farming activities.
K To investigate the incentives needed in Ghana. to

encourage cocoa farmers to use timber-producing
shade trees to overcome the pressures on the
existing forest resources.
K To compare colonist farmers’ economic analysis

options in Bolivia, including the management of
small forest blocks and to develop a participatory
methodology for calculating costs and revenues
from forest management.
K To investigate participatory economic analysis

methodology in Mexico, which could be applied to
look at the production of a variety of forest products
in permanent and forest plantation areas.
K To compare participatory rural appraisal and

household survey methods in Zimbabwe for the
estimation of benefits from the cultivation of ilala
palm.
The investigations have resulted in the production of a
manual setting out a staged approach to economic
stakeholder analysis, the main users of which will be
those involved in agricultural and natural resources
economics in participatory forest management
situations. The six stages in this work are:
(i) identification and characterisation of the stakeholders;
(ii) understanding the decision-making context and
the role of economics;
(iii) identification and. physical quantification of
costs and benefits;
18

Gallic Thunderbolt
Edited by Jerry Gosnell, 2004, 307pp, ISBN: 0-62031944-5
Lonrho Sugar Corporation, one of Africa’s most
successful sugar companies, was the creation of one
man, René Leclézio, Lonrho’s “Gallic Thunderbolt”.
From its beginning in Malawi in 1965 he made it an
international force in the sugar world by the time he
retired in 1994. No less important, especially in the
whirlwind years of 1967 and ’68, was the support of
the charismatic
Tiny Rowland, Chief Executive of Lonrho. His close
ties with many African Heads of State opened the door
to numerous successful sugar projects for this
dynamic duo. Lonrho Sugar was that rarest of
animals, a multinational operating exclusively in
Africa, which always made profits, survived floods,
droughts and coups, and established a reputation for
long-term commitment to the communities in which
it worked.
This book is a collection of reminiscences of the
people who were close to René Leclézio and the story
of the group he created, told by the men and women
who were there.
Enquiries to gosnell@venturenet.co.za.
Website:
http:/www.home.earthlink.net/~gallicthunderbolt/
In South Africa, books are obtainable from
JM Gosnell, PO Box 200, Ramsgate 4285. Tel/Fax:
+27-39-3144 549, at a cost of R100 plus R10 p&p. In
UK, books are obtainable from: Andrea Trill at £15
inc. postage in U.K. Tel: 020 7379 1474,
Email: Andrea.Trill@ridgemining.com
Jerry Gosnell

0
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Robert William Bell OBE
1934–2004
any members of the TAA will be saddened to hear
of the death of Bill Bell. Bill spent his life
working on agricultural projects in Africa and had a
long and distinguished career in Tanzania, Swaziland,
Nigeria, Sudan and Zambia. He was awarded the OBE
for his services to Agricultural Education in Swaziland
and will be remembered by many for his hard work
and dedication in helping develop the fledgling
University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland.

M

Bill was popular with all he met. Not only did he
undertake every assignment with complete professionalism he was also a close friend to many who
worked with him. His skills as a host were legendary
and an ice-cold beer awaited every itinerant consultant
and visitor to his house. He will be sorely missed.
Bill is survived by his wife Alison, and children Louise,
Richard and Katherine. A memorial service to commemorate his life was held at Aberfeldy Parish Church
on Monday June 14th.
David Warwick
MASDAR International Consultants

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Adrian Frank
(‘Peter’) Posnette
1914–2004
Many members of the Tropical Agriculture
Association will have been influenced either directly
or indirectly by the work of A.F. Posnette, CBE, FRS,
VM.H, who died peacefully at his home in Sutton
Valence, Kent, on 17 July, 2004, at the age of 90.
‘Peter’, as he was known almost universally, was
renowned for his work on cocoa and provided one of
the few remaining links with Colonial agriculture in
Trinidad and Gold Coast (now Ghana) in the preindependence days of the 1930s and 1940s.
Peter was born in Birmingham and soon moved to
Cheltenham where he attended the grammar school
and then went up to Christ’s College, Cambridge,
with the intention of becoming a zoologist. However,
on graduating he was awarded a Colonial Agriculture
Service studentship in plant genetics. A year at the
Cambridge University School of Agriculture was
followed in 1936-1937 by a year at the Imperial College
of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, which involved a
research project on the natural pollinating agents of
cocoa. Peter was then posted to the Gold Coast and,
as he wrote later, ‘was instructed to breed for resistance to
whatever was killing a great many of the trees’ in what was
at the time the most important cocoa growing region
in the world.
The die-back problem had been recognized since 1936
and was receiving increased attention as a major
threat to the lucrative export market and chocolate
industry. However, the cause was uncertain, although
the die-back was at first considered to be
physiological and associated with the degradation of
the lowland rain forest for cocoa production. This
had increased dramatically since the beginning of the
20th century. Peter soon became closely involved in
all aspects the investigations and distinguished clearly
between the die-back due to capsid (mirid) damage
and that attributed to the changed environment. He
also concluded that the occurrence and density of the
shade trees was irrelevant and observed that the dieback symptoms were associated with leaf chlorosis
and vein banding and often with characteristic stem
swellings. This led to definitive grafting experiments
taa Newsletter December 2004
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which demonstrated that what became known as
‘swollen shoot’ was a transmissible systemic disease
likely to be caused by a virus.
These findings were crucial and opened the way for a
comprehensive programme of research on all aspects
of swollen shoot disease and its control. This was
based at the Central Cocoa Research Station, Tafo,
which in 1944 became the West African Cocoa
Research Institute and ultimately the Cocoa Research
Institute of Ghana (CRIG). Peter played a central rôle
from the outset until his departure from the Gold
Coast in 1949. His wide-ranging scientific interests
and abilities as an outstanding ‘team player’ are
evident from the numerous papers written with a wide
range of collaborators including pathologists,
entomologists, breeders, physiologists and agronomists.
There were many notable achievements during this
period, including the identification of mealybug
vectors and alternative indigenous hosts of swollen
shoot virus. There was also the realization of the need
for further introductions of cocoa to increase the
genetic diversity available and provide an opportunity
to select swollen shoot-resistant varieties. These
could then be used to replace the vulnerable
Amelonado, which had hitherto been grown almost
exclusively in the Gold Coast and elsewhere in West
Africa. It is remarkable that the crucial introductions
were made in 1944 during World War II when Peter
travelled to Trinidad by RAF plane and returned with
the now famous ‘T series’ of 121 pods. Some of these
were the result of hand pollinations between selected
parents, whereas the others were the result of natural
pollination and only the female parent was known or
they were related species. In making the selections
much use was made of Trinidad material collected by
F.J. Pound in 1938 from the Upper Amazon region of
Peru and including genotypes known to be resistant to
witch’s broom disease (Marasmius perniciosa). The
introduced ‘F1’ seed was sown in Accra under
quarantine conditions and most of the seedlings were
later transferred to Tafo and the remainder to Nigeria.
It was soon evident that some of the introductions
were more vigorous and productive than the
Amelonado and Trinitano standards. They were also
easier to establish and some displayed considerable
vigour and resistance to cocoa swollen shoot virus.
For these reasons the Upper Amazon material has
featured prominently in all subsequent breeding
programmes in Ghana, elsewhere in West Africa and
also in other cocoa growing areas. In Ghana openpollinated ‘F2’ or ‘F3’ seed from the 1944
introductions has been distributed widely to farmers
20

and also to official cocoa stations for further
multiplication. Selected ‘F1’ trees have also been
inter-crossed or crossed with Amelonado or Trinitano
parents to produce hybrids, which have been
produced in quantity in specially planted seed
gardens.
On leaving Gold Coast in 1949 Peter is known to have
been interested in taking up a post in what was then
Malaya, where there were plans to expand cocoa
production. However, he became a plant virologist at
East Malling Research Station where he remained
until retirement in 1979. During this period he
became in turn Head of Pathology (1957), Deputy
Director (1969) and Director (1972) and East Malling
became the main European centre for research on the
viruses and virus diseases of temperate fruit crops.
The overall output was immense and Peter’s
achievements were recognized by election as a Fellow
of the Royal Society (1971) and the award of a CBE
(1976) and the Victoria Medal of Honour of the Royal
Horticultural Society (1982).
Whilst at East Malling and subsequently, Peter
maintained a close interest in all aspects of cocoa
research and development in Ghana and elsewhere.
He returned several times to Tafo and to Trinidad,
visited other cocoa-growing countries and attended
many international conferences. His advice was also
sought by the Overseas Development Administration
and the Cocoa, Chocolate and Confectionery Alliance
in mounting cocoa research and development
projects. After a life-long interest in cocoa it is fitting
that some of the last correspondence he received was
a request from CRIG to name one of their original
buildings in his name, and he was a revered figure to
successive generations of cocoa researchers in Ghana.
Peter was such a modest and unassuming man that
the very idea of an obituary, tribute or eulogy would
have been a total anathema and entirely alien to his
character. As researcher, Head of Department and
Director he preferred to lead by example rather than
by exhortation or rhetoric. The glasshouse, field plot
or laboratory bench were his natural environment
rather than the conference podium or committee
room.
Away from research Peter had a very wide range of
sporting and other interests as naturalist, gardener,
sailor and breeder of exotic birds. Those fortunate
enough to have known him well will remember most
of all his friendship, loyalty and support and the hours
of close discussion and debate on a wide range of
scientific, sporting or other issues over the dinner
table or in a quiet corner of the room. There were
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Funny Subscriptions
A £10 book token to the
member who can correctly:
1. Identify the members paying by bankers order from the following seven
entries on the Barclays Current Account
Statement received by the Treasurer. All
the members referred to can be found
in the 2004 Membership List.
Doctor and Mrs Willi
ATRH & Co Mitch
Wyllie Water
Dendy Dav&A Pba
MC Dowell I ref ME Dowell I
DE Heer W.A. STO
MD Services Bca
2. Guess how many people are still paying
£5 a year for membership fees.

The membership fee has not been £5
for at least 15 years. When did you
last check your current account
statement?
Answers to the Honorary Membership Secretary
whose decision will be final. Members providing
a correct answer to Question 1 will have the
eternal gratitude of the Membership Secretary
and will be eligible to apply for employment at
Bletchley Park!
Tony Smith
MemSec
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importance of having a wife who is both tolerant and critical’
and concluded ‘she has been the most cogent of my
collaborators’. Her untimely death in 1991 cast a long
and enduring shadow, but it is important to
appreciate her immense contribution to a life of
outstanding achievement.
J.M. Thresh

0

BCCB NEWS

Can you identify these members?

innumerable occasions of this type because the
Posnette hospitality was legendary and renowned
throughout the world. It was organized in her own
inimitable style by Isabelle, who inevitably was known
to her friends as ‘Bunny’. They were married for 57
years and had two daughters and a son. Peter himself
in a rare autobiographical comment wrote of ‘the

A New Date
for your Diary
Seminar
AGRIBUSINESS – AN ENGINE
FOR DEVELOPMENT
Unfortunately the biennial seminar that
was scheduled to be held at the
University of Reading in September had
to be cancelled at the last minute due to
lack of support. Some members who
wanted to attend were away on business
while others felt that they could not
afford to give up two consecutive days
due to pressure of work.
It has been decided to make the seminar
a one-day event, in association with the
Agriculture and Rural Development
Group of the British, Consultants and
Construction Bureau, to be held on
Tuesday 8th February at BCCB, One
Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery
Row, London, SWIP 1RJ.
The cost will be £25 + VAT = £29.37
per head for members of TAA and
BCCB.

More details over 
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NEWS: BCCB Agribusiness Meeting

Tropical Agriculture Association
in association with

BCCB Agriculture & Rural Development Group

AGRIBUSINESS – AN ENGINE FOR DEVELOPMENT
Ensuring every aspect of development is market orientated
Tuesday 8th February 2005
BCCB, One Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London, SWIP 1RJ
Telephone: 020 7222 3651

1030-1100

Registration and coffee/networking

1100-1130

Adoption and Impact of Genetically modified crops
in Developing Countries: Evidence from South Africa
and India
YOUSOUF ISMAËL

1130-1200

EUREP-GAP/traceability and multiples

1200-1230

Food Safety – Caveman to British Retail Consortium JOHN TAYLOR

1230-1300

Discussion

1300-1400

Sandwich Lunch/networking

1400-1430

The use of due diligence and traceability as a MARJORIE SANDERS/
marketing tool
ROGER ANGOLD

1430-1500

Tea / networking

1500-1530

Warehouse Receipts

1530-1600

Cane Sugar as a Development Tool

1600-1730

Discussion

1730-1830

Drinks & nibbles/networking

ROGER WHITE

GIDEON ONUMAH
MARTIN EVANS

COST: £25 + VAT = £29.37 PER HEAD FOR MEMBERS OF TAA AND BCCB
22
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TAA joins the BCCB

Copyright © 2003 BCCB. All rights reserved. Website designed and maintained by Diversity Solutions

TAA joins the BCCB
a new service for TAA members
The TAA has joined the British
Consultants & Construction Bureau.
Membership will be of particular interest
and value to members who have already
“signed up” with our Agribusiness Group.
Interested members who have not yet
done so should contact Jim Turnbull
(e-mail: agribusiness@taa.org.uk)

design/supervision of construction; packaging and
marketing of food and drink.

What is the BCCB and what services
does it offer?

Helping members create partnerships, either through
project joint-ventures or longer- term associations,
with both companies from the EU and the developing
and transition countries, is a key part of BCCB’s work
and one which we hope to develop through our
participation in the Global Partners Initiative at the
Royal Show. It is also able to help individual
consultants with specialist sector and/or geographic
expertise to network with potential clients.

BCCB is a trade association for British consultants
and construction companies wishing to develop their
businesses internationally. The association is multisectoral, but a large number of members have
interests in the agriculture and rural development
group.
Members in this group specialise in the following
sub-sectors: annual crop, livestock and pasture
production; marine and inland fisheries; tree crops
and forestry; restructuring, privatisation and training;
land reform-registration; consolidation; land markets
and mortgage; pest management; environmental
management and land use planning; rural
infrastructure - access roads; irrigation and water
supply; produce marketing; storage and process
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Consultants work for both the private sector and the
many aid agencies active in this sector in the
developing world, including FAO, IFAD, World Food
Programme, World Bank, Asian Development Bank,
EU External Aid Programmes, EBRD, Inter-American
Development Bank, African Development Bank and
the various Arab and Islamic development agencies.

MAKING BEST USE OF BCCB
MEMBERSHIP
Networking: Look out for useful forthcoming general
meetings, overseas missions, visits by overseas
delegations to the BCCB offices, also the special
lunches which are hosted, such as for government
ministers. A wide spread of people, from various
23
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disciplines within member companies, participate in
these activities and facilities.

Lobbying:
BCCB can put its head above the parapet on behalf of
members and is able, for example, to tackle forcefully
government agencies, funding agencies and foreign
governments. Even when members prefer to pursue
matters on their own, BCCB may be able to help
because of their knowledge of comparable difficulties
with certain countries or agencies. When a pattern
emerges BCCB can act for a group.

Consortium Building:
BCCB can suggest potential partners in other sectors
to help members form consortia or establish
relationships. Members can also use information on
the BCCB website to create new links with other
members.

Market Intelligence:
BCCB disseminate leads for potential business across
a whole spectrum of sectors and disciplines in virtually every country in the world. It is therefore
important that the BCCB geographical Directors,
Douglas Kerr (Sub Saharan Africa, Asia Pacific), Nigel
Peters (Europe and Americas) and Ric Nye (International Construction, Middle East and North Africa),
are briefed on the type of business and areas in which
members wish to work. The BCCB databases are
extensive, but members need to keep their entries up
to date.

The Bulletin:
This is the regular monthly update on the events BCCB
organise and a summary of key issues. Please forward
it to as many of your colleagues as you think can use it.
BCCB sends the bulletin out by e-mail and at present
this is forwarded to members of the TAA Agribusiness
Group. Extra e-mail addressees can be easily added. It
is also posted in the members’ area of the BCCB
website and will soon be posted on the TAA website.

The Website (www.bccb.org.uk):
This website is an effective marketing tool. BCCB
recommends you monitor regularly the programme of
events and opportunities page. TAA members will be
provided with a password for the members’ area of the
BCCB website. Reciprocal links will also be
established between the TAA and BCCB websites.

Agribusiness Seminar:
Following the postponement of the TAA biennial
seminar planned for Reading University in September,
it has now been decided to hold a one-day Joint
Seminar with the BCCB’s Agriculture and Rural
Development Group. This will be held in the BCCB
Offices in London on Tuesday 8th February 2005 and
cost £25 per person. To register your interest in
attending, e-mail: general_secretary@taa.org.uk or
agribusiness@taa.org.uk. Full details will be posted
in the Yellow Pages of the TAA Newsletter and in the
BCCB Bulletin.
Jim Turnbull
0

Advice:
BCCB can provide advice on how members might best
approach overseas markets and can also offer more
detailed help on countries and regions in which they
have a current focus and can often advise in depth on
specific sectors, such as finance.

Training:
The programme of events includes a variety of
training courses designed to improve the ability of
members successfully to win, deliver and get paid for
overseas business.

Projects Won:
Every month BCCB receives details of contracts won
by members. This is collated into ‘Projects Won’,
which is distributed to government, funding agencies
and the media. It is also on the BCCB website. Input is
required by the 20th of each month, ideally
electronically, through the members’ area of the BCCB
website and helps members get maximum publicity.
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Tips of the Month
Please visit and read:
http://www.taa.org.uk/management/
TAA2010Summaryforwebapr04.html
K to see the changes ExCo have made to TAA

over the past three years. If you have any
suggestions for other improvements, please
contact any committee member.
K An updated membership list can be seen on the

same site as the on-line journal.
K Contact

Tony Smith, our Membership
Secretary, if you wish to use the CABI database.
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any TAA members may already be familiar with the
Facilities have been made available at Cranfield University not
WOSSAC project. For those unfamiliar, WOSSAC was
only for safe storage but importantly also for access to the recreated to preserve, archive and catalogue soil survey
ports. It is reasonable that our initial main efforts should be
reports made overseas by British surveyors over the last 60
in protecting existing material that is in danger of being lost.
years. Over this period several thousand soil surveys were
Now we are interested in moving the project forward. In
made by British companies and British soil surveyors working
particular, we want to develop better ways for stakeholders
abroad, some at the behest of the British government and
to access the material, particularly remotely. Increasingly there
others by companies in response to various needs of
are exciting new techniques being developed for the digital
overseas territories. A best estimate is that by today’s prices,
capture of large bodies of information and their interrogation
such surveys would have cost well over £200 million. By the
remotely. For many countries, these reports represent the
mid-1990s it was brought to the attention of the Tropical
only organised descriptions of their soils. It would be a
Agriculture Associ-ation and
significant achievement to be
the British Society of Soil
able not only to save
Science that many of
these reports but also
these surveys were
to make access to
in grave danger of
them more widely
being lost or desavailable. As Profestroyed, as donor
sor Sir Peter Crane
funding agencies
FRS, Director Genhad been subject
eral of the Royal
to reorganisation,
Botanic Gardens,
c o m p a n i e s
Kew said recently
producing the soil
(New Scientist, May
surveys had been
2003) ‘Scientists need
acquired,
merged,
to improve the way they
downsized or closed down,
share and bring together inCountries around the world represented by WOSSAC holdings.
and the surveyors themselves now
formation held in museums, libraries
retired or deceased. Something
and informal records. It needs to be
significant needed to be done to
transferred into more accessible and
ensure that these reports were not
useable forms.’ With soils becoming
lost for ever. After a couple of earlier
much higher on the global and
attempts we are pleased to report
regional agendas and the interest in
now that a programme for the
sustainable development and the
protection of as many copies as
environment generally, the informapossible, their archiving and a
tion associated with this archive is
catalogue of what exists is now well
expected to play an important part in
and truly underway at the National
many food producing and environProfessor Anthony Young, who recently visited WOSSAC, being
Soil Resources Institute (NSRI) at shown the project by Dr Stephen Hallett of Cranfield University. mental issues.
Cranfield University at Silsoe thanks to
We are determined that the valuable information held in
a small grant from the British Society of Soil Science.
these reports should not be lost to the world and hope that
A part-time archivist has been employed, some 200 letters
TAA members will value the archive and support its future
have been written to relevant individuals and companies
role, particularly as TAA was one of the two prime organinforming them of the establishment of WOSSAC, and
isations that led to its establishment. Finally TAA members are
already some 2000 reports have a safe haven. Discussions
encouraged to contribute their unwanted soil survey reports
have been held with the British Lending Library and others
to this archive.The existing holdings can be inspected at
on the most suitable techniques for archiving the collection
http://www.soil-net.com.
because we are keen to use the most up to date archiving
The project has an experienced group of advisors, including
techniques and certainly ones that can be used eventually to
Dr Ian Baillie, Dr Austin Hutcheon, Professor Peter Loveland
link with other collections of soil survey reports worldwide.
and Professor Peter Bullock.
Following these discussions an approach for the archive has
been implemented following the appropriate international
Dr Stephen Hallett, Principal Scientist
standards.The MARC 21 international bibliographic standard
National Soil Resources Institute
provides the most widespread utility for the information held
Cranfield University at Silsoe
within the archive. Other international standards can be
Silsoe, Bedfordshire MK45 4DT
adopted as required for other facets of the collection such as
Tel: +44 (0)1525 863255 • Fax: +44 (0)1525 863253
for the representation of artefacts and for digital data.
Email: wossac@cranfield.ac.uk

M
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The Natural Resources
Group
he NRgroup was formed in August 2001 by a group
of development professionals who had previously
worked together. It is primarily a self-help group that
aims to provide mutual support and technical back-up
to its members.The NRgroup is not a legal entity (such
as a company) and cannot bid independently for any
tenders and project opportunities. Rather, the NRgroup
acts as a focus for consultancy companies and others to
find the skills and contact people they need for their
projects. Through its members’ forum, the NRgroup
routinely acts to notify members of employment
opportunities so that they may promote themselves.

T

The NRgroup website (http://www.theNRgroup.net)
has a public area which provides information about the
group and sample projects which its members have
carried out. Individual members’ CVs can be viewed
from the website which contains direct email links to
members.The website has proved an effective means of
bringing the members’ skills to the attention of
consultancy companies. It also has a members-only
area, which provides a means for discussion and
exchange of information. There is also a promotional
flier obtainable through the website.
NRgroup meetings are held quarterly and it is a sign of
success that since the formation of the group, the main
reason given by members for not attending meetings is
that they have been working overseas. Some members
who thought their careers were effectively over have
now found them reinvigorated and they are now busier
than they had thought possible.

If you wish to contact the NR group by email:
enquiries@NRgroup.net.
Ian Watson
fishiwatson@aol.com
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The Forestry Research Programme (FRP) of the
Department for International Development launched
its completely redeveloped website at the beginning of
October. A regularly updated news section keeps
visitors up to date with developments of FRP projects.
The website, accessible at www.frp.uk.com features
information about research projects funded by FRP
and provides access to a comprehensive collection of
documents and outputs generated by UK Government-funded tropical forestry research projects since
1963. Via the website, visitors can also link easily to
websites of related research institutions and international organisations. The website contains all
project cycle management documents of relevance to
current project teams.
The Forestry Research Programme is one of ten
competitive grant programmes within DFID’s
renewable natural resources research strategy 19952006. It supports research to improve the livelihoods
of forest and tree-dependent poor people in
developing countries. Research topics are prioritised
following detailed demand surveys within partner
countries and specific calls for concept notes
published on the website.
For more information visit the website or contact Jody
Sunley at j.sunley@nrint.co.uk or phone 01732878662.

The International
Agriculture and Technology
Centre (IATC)
A number of members visiting the Royal Show in July
came across mention of the International Agriculture
and Technology Centre (IATC), but were not quite
clear what it was, and who ran it. I therefore searched
out the IATC office on the Stoneleigh site, and the
following notes are prepared from the information I
was given.
The IATC is a joint initiative between UK Trade and
Investment (the lead government organisation for
helping companies based in the UK achieve their
taa Newsletter December 2004

IATC

Since its formation, the NRgroup has continued to
recruit members and now has skills covering a wide
range of NR disciplines. In order to keep the group
manageable, membership is currently limited to about
35 people, although the group has not yet reached this
size.The NRgroup welcomes contact from other similar
groups, especially where this may provide complementary skills for business development. While the
group is not actively recruiting new members in specific
skill areas, anyone with the backing of two existing
members can apply for membership. This allows the
group to recruit those who not only have the required
technical skills, but also have the proven ability to work
with other people.

Upgraded Website for DFID’s
Forestry Research
Programme

DFID FORESTRY

NR GROUP
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export potential), the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), the Royal
Agricultural Society of England (RASE), and
Advantage West Midlands. Perhaps the best known
activity of IATC is running the Global Partnerships
Pavilion at the Royal Show, which lies across from the
International Centre and next to the International
Village, where the stands presenting overseas
countries – and the TAA stand – are sited. The Pavilion
(under the title “UK Excellence in Agri-Food
Technology”) is the showcase of the Global
Partnerships Initiative, which was launched by the
IATC at the Royal Show in July 2002.
The aim of the Initiative is to assist UK companies in
the agri-food technology sectors to find new market

opportunities by forming partnerships and joint
ventures with counterparts in developing and
emerging markets. Nearly 90 companies and
organisations had stands within the Pavilion in July
2004, the most visible being that of FARM-Africa,
whose goat pens continued outside the pavilion, right
beside the public route past the Pavilion. (It is
appropriate to note here that the FARM-Africa team at
this year’s show were most appreciative of the space
given them in recent years in the TAA stand.)
The IATC has an office at Stoneleigh Park,
Nr. Coventry, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ.
Tel: 08707 200275, Fax: 08707 200285,
Email: info@iatc.org.uk, Website: www.iatc.org.
Henry Gunston
0

Sanjeev Vasudev, India Organiser

T

AAIndia can be credited to have made a start in virtual
terms while we wait for its formation as a Public
Charitable Trust that is expected to happen shortly. Regular
meetings have become a feature though attendance has to
pick up largely due to a wider announcement not being
possible awaiting the formal creation of the organisation.

South Asia region are welcome to join and contribute to the
group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/taaindia/
Efforts are being made to circulate a co-branded electronic
newsletter on the subject of agriculture and rural
development to all members.

Nine members took the initiative to attend the 9th October
meeting and ten regrets were received. Based on the
suggestion of ExCo the name has been changed to TAAIndia
to avoid any confusion, should any future branches open in
countries beginning with the initial “I”. Our logo has been
finalised based on that of the TAA parent body. Keith Virgo
who was in New Delhi attended the meeting and shared the
views of the Executive Committee and the encouragement
promised by it to TAAIndia’s activities and goals. Their
agreement on points was reiterated along with the
commitment to transfer start-up funds of £400 once the
TAAIndia bank account had opened. At the meeting a
decision was also taken up to participate in research studies,
organise seminars and tea meetings to commence the
activities of the chapter.

Thanks to the initiative shown by Rebecca and Mark
Holderness a meeting was arranged with Mr. Ram Dwivedi of
CAB International at New Delhi. Discussions were held and
CABI has extended the use of its conference room at its
National Agriculture Science Centre office for conducting
TAAIndia meetings. We are thankful to CABI for their offer
and have indicated our preference to use it for any major
meeting that may be scheduled in the future. We will
however continue to host regular meetings at other
locations. On the issue of database usage TAAIndia will
approach CABI once sufficient TAAIndia members express
interest.

In the interim the TAAIndia website has been created
carrying information on the organisation and its goals. This
can be accessed at www.taaindia.org and the email contact
of the India Organiser now is india.organiser@taaindia.org.
An electronic group has also been created at YahooGroups
and 14 members have signed up. The group is already being
utilised to share information with members and is being run
on an unregulated basis. It is hoped that if the group is put to
positive and productive use it will continue to remain so and
will not have to be regulated. Those with an interest in field
related activities or other activities with a bearing on the
taa Newsletter December 2004

A one-hour video conference between 5-6 members of TAA
coming online from the University of Durham and an equal
number of TAAIndia members going live from New Delhi has
been scheduled for 17th December 2004. The event will
commence with the introduction of the group of participants,
the institutions they represent and lead on to other
interaction including a short session on distant training and
discussions on subjects of common interest. Details of this
event are covered elsewhere in the newsletter and it
promises to commence a process that will have great
relevance in days to come.
Other specific initiatives directed at conducting seminars and
research are being pursued and TAAIndia is getting organised
for busy days ahead.
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Claire Teeling (Nepal 2004)
Extracts from Final Report
Research Assistant at the Institute of Agriculture and Animal Science,
Rampur, Chitwan, Nepal. September 2003-March 2004

Introduction
The main focus of the job was to aid Dr Dharma Raj Dangol (Senior
Lecturer in the Department of Environmental Science) in his
ethnobotanical work. This involved work on campus and in the local
area, and interacting with other members of staff, students and
members of local communities. My role was the first of its kind and to
some extent was exploratory.

learn as much as possible from Dr Dangol, I also wanted to gain
experience in data collection and study the socially important plants of
the tropics.

Activities
Ethnobiological Museum
Dr Dangol established the ethnobiological collection in 2003 as part of
his work on the Tharu Ethnobotany Project. It contains many examples
of artefacts made from plant material, as used by ethnic people of the
Chitwan district. Many of these have been made by Tharu people from
a local village and all demonstrate the craft and skill of these people in
creating tools and devices for use in their everyday life and work.
Pictures were taken of all of the artefacts and arranged into electronic
documents. The photographs taken will also be used in the cataloguing
of artefacts and as a tool for education and research purposes.

Objectives

Ethnobotanical Garden

The personal objectives relating to the assignment were to gain
experience in living and working in a developing country. This visit was
the first to be made by a student from Writtle College to IAAS and
therefore many of the logistical details of the project were unknown.

The concept of the ethnobotanical garden was to create a garden for use
in the education of local people, students and visitors. It is hoped that
eventually there will be accommodation for 5 local healers, from ethnic
groups of the Chitwan district, who can live temporarily on the site.
They will give demonstrations and workshops, displaying their crafts
and traditional practices. The whole garden will be an example of
typical village life and display the types of plants used for various
purposes. These will include plants used for fibre, timber, fodder, fuelwood and religious purposes, and illustrate the recreational activities of
the different ethnic groups. Already there is a medicinal garden on site
and this will be expanded and improved to contain many of the native
and common plants of this region. A brochure of the garden has been
produced as a means of advertisement for tourists and other potential
visitors to the site.

The objectives of the project were:
K To assist in the collection, collation and interpretation of

ethnobiological data relating to indigenous tribal people of Chitwan
K To assist in the collection management of the ethnobiological

museum of indigenous artefacts held at IAAS
K To assist in the design of an ethnomedicinal bed system to be used

for research, education and ecotourist purposes
K To assist in the editing of scientific papers relating to ethnobiology
My position as a volunteer at the college was to aid Dr Dangol and bring
a new and Western view to his work. I have some previous experience of
garden design and a keen interest in ethnobotany. Whilst wanting to

A large selection of photographs have also been taken of wild and
garden plants that have various uses, including fibre, fodder and
medicinal. Phyllanthus urinaria is used as a diuretic and astringent,
and the flowers of Bombax ceiba are used to make pickle or eaten as a
vegetable. Solanum nigrum is a plant favoured by children for its
Part of the collection of
artefacts at IAAS.

The room that currently houses the collection
and is scheduled for refurbishment.
28
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Solanum nigrum
Amaranthus spinosus

Measuring the ethnobotanical garden site.

edible ripe fruits. The tender shoots of Amaranthus spinosus are eaten
as a vegetable, and the leaves and roots are given as a laxative to
children.

Documentation of Indigenous Knowledge
The documentation of indigenous knowledge began at the beginning of
January 2004. Due to unforeseen difficulties and illness, work started
later than was anticipated and the original estimation to interviews 25
healers was reduced to 12 and then 9.
I conducted the interviews with the help of various members of staff and
acquaintances as interpreters. The healers were either invited to come to
the campus for interviews, or they were met in their own villages,
depending on their access to and ease of transportation. Firstly, a
questionnaire of personal information and attitudes towards
ethnobotanical knowledge was used for each healer. Forms were then
filled in with multiple plant examples, as many as the healer could give
with as little prompting as possible. These were filled in as uniformly as
possible but quality of data varies between healers, and the amount of
information and ease with which this was extracted also differed
depending on the informant. Building rapport with informants was a
very important part of the documentation process. The language barrier
made this a difficult task, as did the lack of continuity as far as
translators were concerned.
Some of the plants that were reported as having particular uses were:
Helicteres isora – the bark was used by a Darai healer to treat coughs
and colds in children.
Dalbergia sisoo – although the wood of this tree is highly valued for its
use as timber, the leaves are used by a Tharu healer and have a cooling
effect. It is also useful for treating sunstroke.
Mimosa pudica – reported also by a Tharu healer as a treatment for
night blindness using the leaves and stems.
Centella asiatica – used as a treatment for dehydration and headache
(Garmi) making use of the whole plant.
At the end the month that was designated for documentation of
indigenous knowledge, it was found that it was possible to interview
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several healers from the Tharu,
Darai and Kumal ethnic groups,
but not as many as was previously
intended. It is hoped that sufficient data has been gathered to be
able to use this in the thesis to be
written in the final year of my BSc
Horticulture degree at Writtle.
The political situation in Nepal
made many aspects of my visit
somewhat uncertain. There were
times when trips to and from
places made work difficult but also
meant that various visitors and
interviewees could not be met.
After some time I accepted that
certain parts of my assignment
would not be completed because of
this and also because of the
differences in culture and methods
of work.

Phyllanthus urinaria

Outputs/Results of the
Assignment
The projects that I worked on are
Bombax ceiba
ongoing and therefore it is not
possible to know the end-product
of most of my work. The primary outcome of my involvement in the
project will be part of a larger relationship with IAAS. More students
from Writtle are interested in taking part and working in Nepal and it is
also hoped that students from IAAS will be able to come to the UK to
spend time at the college. The data that was gathered from the
traditional healers will be analysed and will form part of the dissertation
in my final year.
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The value of my contribution has been to strengthen the link with IAAS
and to facilitate the future involvement of students from the UK in this
type of environment.

Impact of the Assignment and Benefits for the Local
Community
The major impact of this assignment for myself was the experience
gained from living and working in a culture so different to my own. The
impact on the organisation has been subtler and IAAS is keen to built on
the international relations created. Interaction with people from
another country and culture is of benefit to the organisation and the
local community.

Conclusions

Chinnie reports from India

The trip to IAAS was very rewarding for me on a personal level. I feel
that the trip was an overall success and I am very grateful for the
opportunity I was given. Progress was made in the areas of the

Chinnie Kingsbury
(India, January-July 2004)
Eco Agri Research Foundation,
Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu,
South India
Introduction
My assignment with EARF (Eco Agri Research Foundation) was to work
with Vanya Orr in the Organic Biodynamic Nursery facilitating
improvement of systems already in place, whilst enabling new systems
of production to be introduced to improve crop yields, soil stability and
environmental conservation. This work naturally lead on to working in
the environment as a whole, particularly looking at forest regeneration
and weed control through organic and non-organic means.

Project Context
ISKCON Rural Development Programme, of ISKCON Karnataka, was
initiated in 1994 to create models of sustainability for the rural
population through adoption of organic farming practices. The
initiative was intended to reach 70% rural population in this part of
India to:
K Showcase organic farming and rejuvenation of soil environment as

the only way to improve rural India
K Alleviate poverty in the rural areas by raising the standard of living
K Empower women through employment generation

K Emphasis on non-conventional sources as a workable alternative.
In 2001 the Eco Agri Research Foundation was set up in the Mandya
district farm in the Nilgiri Hills where Vanya Orr had already been
working in Cinchona Village for 10 years running an NGO called HOPE
(Health of People and Environment). She was asked to set up this new
project to deal more specifically with medicinal plant production and
farmer training in organic production.
30

ethnobotanical garden and artefact collection. Many photographs were
taken of plants with varying uses, medicinal and otherwise, and these
will be a useful means of education for students. Much has been learned
about the details and logistics of undertaking an assignment such as
this and hopefully any future student exchanges will benefit from this
experience.
The experience could have been improved upon by my having a greater
knowledge and understanding of Nepali. Formal or informal sessions
could be arranged between IAAS and Writtle students for their mutual
benefit. I found the language barrier to be a problem in the Terai and
even in Kathmandu, where many people speak English.
Some of the recommendations to be made are in respect of
accommodation on campus. There are various cultural differences that
should be observed. I encountered things which I found frustrating, due
mostly to the fact that I am a white Western woman.
The main aims of EARF are to work towards the sustainable farming,
health and livelihoods of people in the Nilgiris mainly working with
scheduled caste members and tribals through a number of
programmes.

Why the Nilgiris?
The Nilgiri Hills are one of the most important environmental zones of
India, traditionally providing water for most of South India. A hundred
years of environmental degradation through over cultivation and
planting mainly Eucalyptus and Wattle has led to a crisis in farming.
The rural population are struggling to make a living with farm costs
increasing whilst yields decrease. More pesticides are being used and yet
more diseases are devastating crops. Salts in the soil are 20-50 times
higher than normal and terraces are being eroded. Together with
environmental devastation the local tribes and scheduled caste
communities are also struggling to move into the 21st century whilst
trying to preserve their traditions. The main tribes of the Nilgiris I
worked with were the Todas’s, Kota’s and Badagas. The Kota tribe now
only exist in 7 villages, all of them in the Nilgiris, and are under severe
pressure to move out of their traditional villages in order to be relocated
by the government into designated housing. The infrastructure of the
land and the people is crumbling.

EARF in Practice
EARF has set up an organic biodynamic nursery in order to provide a
learning centre for farmers to see how fertility can be re-built and
biodiversity restored from degraded environment. It works as a model to
show organic/BD (biodynamic) farming systems of vegetable
production, medicinal plants and native plant cultivation. Fourteen
farmers have adopted successfully the EARF nursery techniques and
through training and support a new, viable and sustainable form of
agricultural practice is developing. EARF provides a secure market for
the organic produce.
EARF also runs a health programme with women in various villages.
The women are taught the basics of anatomy, understanding health and
sickness, child care and nutrition, sexual health and basic hygiene as
well as stress management techniques through yoga and meditation.
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Women are encouraged to start their own organic medicinal plant
gardens in order to prepare simple herbal preparations.
EARF is working towards sustainable income generation. People are
encouraged to look at ‘value addition’ to farm products to keep as much
of the income generated as possible through herbal teas, essential oil,
processing and marketing of products.
Education is also a vital part of working towards sustainability and
EARF has started to work within government schools running Eco
Clubs. They encourage children to set up recycling bins, teach them
about their native environment, the importance of biodiversity and
having a responsible participation in their world.

Activities: Responsibilities and Work Undertaken
Initially my responsibilities were in the nursery on general maintenance
of the 2-acre site of raised beds growing some 50 different species of
medicinal plants, both indigenous to the area and exotics, and a wide
variety of vegetables. Among the exotics were many plants more
familiar to British medicinal gardens, including yarrow, valerian,
rosemary, oregano, thyme and chamomile. As the nursery works on a
biodynamic system and I have experience of production methods for the
specific plants needed to make the BD preparations I helped to maintain
those areas most. I was able to provide support to seed collection and
plant management. All pest/disease control was done through BD
methods such as peppering and using pyrethrum mash. I was trained in
these methods and spent time on various farms seeing the effect of the
preparations on plant growth. In the time available I could not gain an
opinion about the benefits of a BD system but farmers feel that it works
and it fits into the Indian Vedic traditions.
Work included creating seedbeds, transplanting, mulching, composting
and maintaining the vermicompost. Even though it rained nearly all
the time we still did not have enough water to build up water reserves as
there has been a 2-year drought in the Nilgiris. We fitted rainwater
harvesting apparatus, which was not entirely successful, but has since
been improved. Water conservation is important both in domestic and
agricultural use and EARF has been looking at ways of maintaining soil
moisture further through correct top soil/bed management. Simple
systems, such as mulching are traditionally not used in India outside of
organic farming which has led to increased soil erosion, water loss, a
decrease in microbial action and subsequent crop loss and an increase
in chemical dependence which further weakens the soil. Farmers are
being told of the benefits of an organic system in order to minimise
topsoil erosion. Through green manuring and mulching the fertile
topsoil level can be raised by 6 inches in 6 months turning wasteland
into good agricultural land. Huge tanks were sunk into the earth to
store water and a primitive pump was installed. When the monsoon
proper came we had to remove mulch to prevent pest and disease
attacks, and this left the soil open to gully erosion and land sli
I was also involved in forest (shola) conservation. Since my departure a
shola nursery has been started outside Ooty as part of the Horticultural
Research Centre’s work that EARF is supporting.

Outputs/Results of the Assignment
When I arrived work seemed to be done according to what was most
important that day with very little planning. Therefore I initiated several
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systems in order to structure the workload and look at ways into
resolving some of the internal political problems between the nursery
staff and the office worker such as:
K Setting up weekly planning meetings with the EARF staff and the
nursery staff
K Dividing management control between vegetable production and
medicinal plant production.
It was hoped that these systems would improve the general running of
the nursery whilst increasing yield and the job satisfaction of the
workers.

Related and Complementary Work within the
Organisation
I was also involved in other areas of EARF’s work helping with the
income generation projects with village women such as in Kolimali
where a wool programme was set up. I started looking into making
flower essences from local plants and herbs as these products will be an
extra source of income generation for the nursery.
I spent time in Kodaikanal on a shola nursery helping to map areas for
weed removal and decide on the correct management for tree removal
and grassland regeneration. That work has now been put into a funding
proposal to restore grassland to the Pambar Shola area of the Palni Hills
and I will hopefully be returning to implement the work on completion
of my studies.

Impact of the Assignment and Benefits for the
Local Community
The local community, which spanned many of the villages in the area,
benefited in many ways from the nursery and from EARF as a whole.
Through the setting up of EARF a platform was created to lift the
farmers and the women of scheduled castes and local tribes out of
poverty whilst maintaining integrity in their lives. The whole emphasis
is on health for the people, the land, and future generations. EARF is
primarily run by people who are Tamilian and who are linked to the
community, and this enabled a dialogue with the villagers about what
they really needed. We were doing something with the community for
their direct benefit. Without having that vital piece of information and
being able to ascertain what people really want, many efforts become a
token at development rather than a sustainable and viable alternative to
existing ways of life. In terms of agriculture, the work currently being
done with the farmers is leading to increased yields and profits and
therefore raising the standard of living. On-going training and support
are vital. Through organic farming and moving away from
monocultures, I believe that the farmers in the Nilgiris are making a
better living and are healthier as a community.
My personal experience working with EARF was much fun and a huge
learning curve. I am indebted to my colleagues and to Vanya for giving
me the opportunity to share in their world.
After graduation I intend to return to India to help on the grassland
regeneration project, in the Palni Hills, which I helped to research.
From England I feel I can continue to support EARF through acting as
a link between contacts to try and provide possible marketing
opportunities for potential products such as essential oils and flower
essences.
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Conclusions
The award gave me an invaluable opportunity to work within
agricultural development and further my professional skills. My main
benefit was to have an incredible life experience by living and working
within a remote and underdeveloped area of India. As I am half Indian
it gave me the added opportunity to experience life within my mother’s
country. It also helped me form ideas and aims for working in
development whether in India or another country.
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The organisation benefited from my experience of having worked on a
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similar nursery in the UK and I was able to transfer some of that
knowledge. The most rewarding aspect was to see the benefits of the
work EARF had on the community by improving the standard of living.
It is a sustainable form of development because it is enabling people to
provide for themselves and hopefully to look at value addition in order
to gain more opportunities in life.
I am indebted to TAAF and EARF for enabling me to work in India; it has
been a right of passage and an inspiration for me. I very much hope to
continue along a path of sustainable agricultural development.
is up and running I am thinking of taking on either students or
graduates from the UK on year-long contracts to help me in the field.

Susan Azam-Ali (Bangladesh 1991)
I left ITDG last year and am now doing freelance project work on smallscale agro and food processing. One project is funded by DFID and is
managed by the International Centre for Under-utilised Crops (ICUC)
at the University of Southampton. The purpose of the project is to
increase utilisation of various species of under-utilised fruits in five
countries in Asia - Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka and Vietnam.
We are assisting project partners to establish resource centres for the
processing and marketing of fruits (tamarind, ber, bael, annona, lapsi).
A training course has been held recently in Bangladesh.

Jane Bryden (Nepal 2000)
I have returned to the UK. The APOS contract with DFID was just for 1
year in South Africa and I came back in February. It was a challenging
job, but I enjoyed opportunities to attend the World Forestry Conference
and the Africa Forest Law Enforcement and Governance Process during
the year.
Since February I have been working with the Institute of Chartered
Foresters (www.charteredforesters.org) as their Technical,
Resources and Communications Officer. This involves, amongst other
things, coordinating ICF representation, editing ‘The Chartered
Forester’ magazine, distributing an E-mail news service and
undertaking policy consultation responses. The office is in Edinburgh,
but I work from home in Oxford.
I recently got married - so I am now Jane Hull.

Nick Evans (Malawi 2002)
He has been offered a post with SUNESMA on their macadamia nut
programme in Malawi for a period of 6 months. He has already set up
the crucial elements of the macadamia purchasing system.

James Lomax (Kenya 2001)
I have left my former work at Indu Farm, Kenya and am setting up my
fair-trade company. This is currently promising to be the biggest thing I
have ever attempted and if successful will act as a blueprint for other
such projects to start all over Africa. Things are still moving very slowly.
We have managed to get funding for the company and are finally
registering and tying up a few loose ends before we start to transact and
work with the farmers in the way we have envisaged. When the company
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David Mansell-Moullin (Uganda 1999)
I am beginning to look for professional overseas employment after a
short Italian break. The TAA website has been of great value, and I am
following up quite a few of the website links to consultancies, companies
and development agencies

Genevieve Robinson (Guatemala 2000)
When I arrived back to the UK from Guatemala (with SAFAD/AIRES) I
was fortunate to get a temporary job with the Information Solutions
Group, a section of Black and Veatch, an engineering management
consultancy, on the “Countryside Agency” project.
2-3 months employment turned into two and a half years as the project
gained momentum and snowballed in size from a team of five to over
150. The project was to map all the land that, according to ‘The
Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000’, qualified as ‘Open Access’ land.
This was done using an OS tool called MasterMap© in conjunction
with internally developed GIS (Geographic Information System).
As the project grew in size I helped in the training of other graduates in
the interpretation and use of datasets, the use of the GIS tools and to
advise on the ecology of habitats. The input into the project peaked and
as in started to decline I took on a more managerial role with which I
wasn’t very comfortable.
In October 2003 I moved to a new job in Chester as an ecologist with
Black and Veatch. As opposed to working on a few aspects of one project
I now have more specific input onto many different projects. In some
ways I’ve found this harder, on the other hand it has given me an
opportunity to hone my skills as an ecologist and to understand how a
consultancy functions. My input for the work on Combined Sewage
Outlets has been to consult with both non-statutory and statutory bodies
for the environmental/ecological constraints and draw up a map
highlighting any potential constraints. On Flood Alleviation schemes I
have been part of the team that has done the Strategic Environmental
Assessment, and on other smaller projects we undertake Phase 1 Habitat
Surveys and Protected Species Surveys.
For the future I am undertaking an MSc on Sustainable Agriculture and
Rural Development with Imperial College by distance learning and will
also be working towards becoming a CEnv - Chartered Environmentalist
with CIWEM, the Chartered Institution of Water and Environment
Management. But that will take some time!
0
taa Newsletter December 2004

Editorial Guidelines
1. The Newsletter issues quarterly in early March (green), June (yellow), September (brown) and December (blue).
2. The Editor is primarily responsible for the production aspects of the Newsletter.
3. Regarding the professional content, unless falling within the Editor’s area of expertise, the copy is referred to an
appropriate Member of ExCo, who de facto act as an Editorial Board.
4. All copy should be with the Editor by the first week of the month preceding the month of the next issue—at the latest—
the earlier, the better.
5. Whenever possible, reports and papers from meetings and seminars should be presented in summary or as concisely as
the material permits. References should be kept to the minimum (these are printed in a very small sized point) and the
author should be prepared to accept enquiries from Members seeking further detail. In general, submissions to the
Newsletter should not exceed 1,200 to 1,500 words in length.
6. Submissions by email and/or disc are encouraged. Such material should always be supported by a confirming hard copy
posted separately to the Editor.
7. All email submissions to the Editor should be repeated to the General Secretary.
8. To ensure accurate scanning, hard copy submissions should be of good quality, double spaced and with wide margins.
9. Drawings, diagrams, maps, etc., should be good quality line art, and the original artwork (on disk or printed at least
600 dpi black and white) made available to the Editor. Photographs: good quality black and white or colour photographs
to be sent to the Editor (s.a.e. for return). Digital format: Max quality JPEG. 300 dpi EPS, TIFF.
10. Exceptionally, short notes in clear and legible handwriting may be accepted.
11. The following House Style has been adopted for production of the TAA Newsletter, and contributors are asked to present
contributions, as far as possible, in this format:
K References to the Newsletter and other journals and books/publications to appear in italics
K Titles of papers to appear in italics rather than parentheses
K Caps to be used in titles for all words, apart from words like ‘a’ ‘the’ etc. Caps in general to be kept to a minimum.
K Companies always to be referred to in the singular , i.e. ‘its’ and ‘has’ rather than ‘their’ and ‘have’
K Organisations to be identified by full name the first time they are mentioned with acronym (if it exists) in brackets.
Thereafter use acronym
K Latin phrases and names in italics
K Authors of papers to be referred to by full name, and affiliation included
K Papers might include short biography of author, so please include this, if possible
K Contributors of letters to have names in full, plus place of origin, to permit cross referencing with the Membership
List.
Subscriptions
Subscriptions are due annually on 1st August and, with the
exception of members having no bank account in the UK, are
payable by banker’s order. Members joining after 30 April in
any year will not be charged a subscription for the balance of
that year.
Current subscription rates are:
K Individual membership (printed Newsletter) £30 p.a.
K Individual membership (online Newsletter) £20 p.a.
K ‘Journal’ membership (with J. Exptl Agric.) £50 p.a.
K Student Member £5 p.a.
K Corporate Membership £80 p.a.

Advertising Rates
K Full page £200
K Half page £110
K Quarter page £60
K A4 inserts £300 per sheet
Personal advertisements from
K members—10p per word.
K Minimum £2.50—cash with advertisement please.
Extra copies of the TAA Newsletter if available £2 per copy post
free in EC, £2.50 outside EC. Contact General Secretary.

Disclaimer: While we make every effort to protect the interests of our members, we are unable to check the accuracy or integrity of any advertisements in
the Newsletter. We cannot accept responsibility for any misfortune resulting from an advertisement in the TAA Newsletter.

Design, Layout and Camera-Ready Copy
Tina Bone, DeskTop Publishing, Illustration & Web Design, 18 Harbour Avenue, Comberton,
Cambridge CB3 7DD. Tel: (01223) 262962; Fax: (01223) 262877; Mobile 07802 708 028;
email: tina@tinabonedtp.co.uk web: www.tinabonedtp.co.uk
Printing
Acorn Press, 3 London Road Industrial Estate, Pampisford, Cambridge CB2 4EE
Tel: (01223) 834301; Fax: (01223) 837685; email: info@acorn-jbprint.com
Packing/labelling
Castle Project Workshop (Cambridge), Steve Chivers, Senior Contract Supervisor,
Unit H, The Paddocks, 347 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CBI 3HG
Tel: (01223) 413203; email: castle-project.workshop@richmondfellowship.org.uk

